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1971-72, No. 11

An_Act to amend the Electorsl Act 1966

" (18 February 1972

BE'IT ENACTED by the Legislative Aasembly of the Cook lslunds
inISession agsembled, and by the suthority of the mame, as
follows: -

1. Ehort Title ~ This Act may be cited as the Electoral
Amendment Act 1971-72 snd shnll be res ! together with end
deemed port of the Electoral Act 1966 (hereinafter referred
to as the principal Act).

2. Ele¢torpl Officers - Subsection (1) of mection 4 of
the principal Act 1o hereby smended by omitting from parasgraph
(o) the words "in ony island”.

3, ‘Nominotions - Bection 29 of the principal Act is
hereby smended by adding the following subsection:=

"(5) Any repistered elector of the
constituency may inspect any nomination
Super or consent at the Returning

Ificer's office at any time when the

office ips open for the transaction of
businesn but if that nomination paper

or consent is not availuble through
‘renson of lock of communicotion the

roiistered elector may inspect the

telegram or other document communicating

that nomination paper or consent at the
Returning Officer's office at any time
when the office is open for the  tronsaction
of.businews", :
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lioues of pollin: - Section 43 of tine principal

Act is herevy amended vy udding the following proviso:-

"Provided ulso that on the islands or
Dulisurston, Nissau and hiattiac, if the
Shiel Blectoral Officer so dircets
the poll shull comsence ut Y o'cloecs
in the forenoon und shall close at
one o'clock in the afternoonn of the
same day.”

Spucisl_Vaters - Section 52 of tne principal act

is hereby trnended by omitting subsection (3) und substituting
the following subsections:-

"(3) (a) On polling day, on delivery by
the special voter of the
certificate isusued to hLip ug
aforesaid, the presiding ofticer
ot the place named in the
certiticate shall supply Lhe
special voter with a voting
paper in the form 8A. He shall
also sunply the gpecinl votur
with a list of candidates
nominated for the constituency
in which the special voter iz
registered, and with an
envelope marked "special vote",

(b) The voter, after havingy alonc und
secretly printed in Lhe nume of
the candidute or candidutes for
whom he wishes to vote, shall
fold the voting paper and place
it in the envelope, and deposit
the envelope wnfter sealing it,
in the ballot box."

Preliminary Count of Votes ~ Sectipn 55 of the

principal- Act is hereby vmended by omitting subsection (4)
and substituting the following subsection:—

"(4) Any envelope marked special vote
received by the Presiding Officer shall
be sent unopened to the Returning; Officer
who shall open the envelope and transmit
the vote to the Chief Elcctoral Ofricer,
who shall announce the numberp of spocial
votes a3 soon as collected and add to the
totul number of votes received by the
candidate for whom they are recorded,"

Yoting papers to be gecured - Sochion 56 of the

principal Act is herchy smcnded by edding the following
subsection:- .

"(3) (a) Lach Returning Officer shall make
up into a packet all, special voting
Papers received by him and shall
forward them to tho Chief Electoral
Officer. .
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(b) The Chief Electoral Officer moy,
at his discrebion, forward the
special votes on to the
Returning Officer of the

“constituency for which they were
cast, or if the Chief Electoral
Officer is satisficd that there
is insufficient communication,
and thut the vote: were cast in
accordance with the provisions
of this Act, lhe may transmit
the number of special
votes received by cvach candi-
date to the Heturning Officer
who shall include those numbers
in his report to the Chief
Electoral Officer made in
accordance with subsection (1)
of spection 58 of this Act.

(c) Whero the special votes received
and dealt with by the Chief
Electoral Officer pursuant to
subsection (4) of section S5 of
this Act are not forwurded to
the Returning Officer, the Chief
Electoral Officer shall dispose
of the speciul voting papers,
certificate and counterfoils as
provided in subsection (1) of
section 61 of this Act,."

8. Interferins with or influencing: voters -~ Section 65

of the principal Act is hereby repeuled und the following
section substituted:~

"65. (1) Every person conmits on offence and
shall be liable on convicticn to a fine
not exceeding one hundred dollarz who

-at an clection - .

(a) In any way interferes with any elector,
eithér in the polling booth or while'
on his way thereto, with the intention
‘of influencing him or advising him as
to his vote: '

(b) At any time on polling day before the

.~ close of the poll in or in view or
hearing of ‘any public place holds or
takes part in any demonstration or
procession having direct or indirect
reference’ to the poll by any means
whatsoever:

(c) At any time on. polling day before the .
close of the poll makes any statement
having direct or indirect reference
to the poll by mecans of any loudspeaker
or public address apparatus:
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.(d) At sny time on poliing day before

the close of the poll, or at any
time on any.of the three days
‘immediately preceding polling day,
prints- or distributes or delivers
to any person anything being or
purporting to be an imitation of
any ballot paper to be used at the
poll and having thereon the names
of the candidates or any of them,
together with any direction or
indication as to the candidate for
whom any person should vote, or

in any way containing any such
direction or indication, or having
thereon any matter likely to
influence any vote:

(e) At any time on polling day before
the close of the poll exhibitd in
or in view of any public plece,
or publishes or distributes, .or
broudcasts, any statement advising
or intended or likely to influence
any elector as to the condidate
or party for whom he shculd vote:

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply
to any statement in a newspaper published
before six o'clock in the afternoon of the
day before polling day:

Provided also that where any statement is
so exhibited before polling day in o
fixed position not in view of a polling
place it shall not be an offence to
leave it so exhibited on polling day:?

Provided further that the Returning Officer
may at any time on polling day cause to
be removed or obliterated nny statcment
to which this paragraph applies which is
exhibited within half-a-mile of a polling
place, and may recover all expenses
incurred in so doing from the persons
by whom or by whose direction the
-statement was exhibited, as a debt due
by them Jolntly and severally to the
Crown.

LD At any time on polllnr day before the

close of the poll prints or
distridbutes or delivers to any
person any card or paper (whether
or not it is‘an imitation bullot
paper) hoving thereon the names
‘of the candidates or any of them:

(g) Exhibits or leaves.in any polling
booth any card or paper having
thereon any direction or indication

. as to how any person should vote or
as to the method of voting:

(h) At any time on polling day before the
close of the poll,: w1th1n, or at
the cntrance to, or in the v1c1n1ty
of, any polling place -
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(i) Gives or offers to give to auny
person sny written or oral
information as to any name or
number on the main roll or any
supplementury voll being used at
the vlection:

(ii) Permits o1 offers to permit any
person to examine any copy of the
main roll or any supplementary
roll being used at the election.

(2) It shull not be an offence against this,
section for any person to weoer or disploy
(whether on hin person or not) uny purty emblem,

“(3) Nothing in tuls section shall apply
to sny official statement or announcement made
or exhibited under the authority of this Act.”
9,  Schedule - The Schedule of the principal Act is
hereby smended by omittirny; form 6 and substituting the
following form:-
" F'ORM 6
HOMINATION PAPER

To the Returning'Ofilcer in charge of the Electoral Roll

for the Constituency.
VE, (Neme), and (Neme), being repgistered on the Electoral
Roll for the Constituency hereby nominate

(Name, Residence. Occupation), registered on the roll for the
. Constituency, with his consent, as a candidate

at the electlon of a represcntutive for the

Conatltuency, the holding of which election is appointed for

the day of 19

To the best of our knowledge, on nomination day. numely
the day of 19 (Name) will huve
been ordinurily resident {within the meaning of that expression
as it is defined in Article 28 of the Cook Islands Constitution)
in the Cook Islands throughout the period of three months
immediately preceding that date and will have at some period
resided continuously in the Cook Islands for not lesu than
12 months.

Dated this _ day of 19 .
A. | Bs
C. D.

(Full names, .esidences, and occupations.)
CONSENT

I, (Nome) hereby consent to the above nomination*~ to my
nomination as a candidate at the election of a representative
for the Constituency by A.B. and C.D.*
And I solemnly declure that throughout the period of three
months immediately preced1ng nomination day, namely the

day of 19 I have been
ordlnarlly resident (within the meaning of Chal expression as
it is defined.in Article 78 of the Cook Islands Constitution)
in the Cook Islands  and hove al some period resided
continuously in the Cook Isluands for not less than 12 months.

(Full name, residence, and occupation.)

* Delete words that do not apply. "
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This Act is edministered by the Chie{ Eiecctoral Grficer.
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