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Affairs (1 December 1977

BE IT ENACTED BY.THE Legislative Assembly of the Cook Islands
in Seasion apsembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

ART NTRODUCTION

1. - This Act may be ¢ited as the M¢ n;stry
of Pleanning and External Affairs Act 1977.
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2. Interpceiation - In this Act, unless the context
otherwise rasquires »

®"Minister" for the purposes of this Act means a Minister appointed
under the provisions of the Constitution as the Minister in
charge of the Ministry:s

"Ministry" means the Ministry of Pianning and Extexnal Affairs
constituted under this Act:

"Natisnsl Pianning Board" means the committee of Cabinet members
end senior afficials established to plan for the social and
aconomic development of the Cook Islands:

"pPlanning Agvisory Committee™ means the committee of senior
Gavernment officials charged with the responsibility of advising
the National Planning Board on matters pertaining to the social
and economic development of the Cook Islands:

nSecretary™ means the Secretary of Planning and External Affairs
appointed under this Act.

3. umq_f;ﬁlmmmunn_ﬂx.tﬂmu-fiﬂm - There
shall be a Dgppartment of State to be known as the Ministry of
Planning and External Affairs which under the control of the
Minister shall be charged with the administration of this Act
and with such other functions as may be lawfully conferred on
ite

4. Sacretary of Planning snd Exteznal Affairs - (1)
There shall from time to time be appointed as a member of the
Public Service a Secretary of Planning and External Affairs who
shall be the administrative head of the Ministry.

(2) The person holding office at the commencement of
this Act as Chief Planning Officer in the Central Planning
Bureau of the Government of the Cook Islands shall be deemed
to have been appointed to the Offica of Secretary of Planning
and External Affairs under this Act.

5. Divisions of the Ministxy: There shall be the following
Divisions of the Ministry:
&BS the Planning Division
the Statistics Division
(c) +the External Affairs Diviasion
(d) such othar dividions as Cabinet may establish.

oo o

: PART II - PLANNING DIVISION

; 6. s .
of ths Planning Division shall be:

- The functions

{a) To act as a permanent secretariat to the
National Planning Board and to carry out
such functions as may be delegated to it by
ths Bosrd;

| (b) To prspare and formulate & development plan
or plans which adequately consider and in*e-
grate sconomic, social and physical develop-
ment within the Cook Iglands;

(c) To svaluste, monitor and review implementation
of the plan or plans aa well &s prepare or
avsluats proposals for the revision of plans;

(d) To asvaluate programmes, projects or proposals
| submitted by Government departments, outsids
conaultents and agsnciss which dirsctly relats
to plans or which bear directly on sconomic,
social and physical dsvelopment; '
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(s) to conduct seconomic and social research
as well as spscial planning studies in the
physical and related areas to assess pro-
blems, development feasibility or potential,
and also to provide bases for Government
decisions and policy formulation; and

{f) to esct as a permanent secretariat to the
Planning Aqvisory Committee.

7. Dixector of Plannipg - (1) There shall from time
to time be appointed as a member of the public Service a Director
of Planning who shall be the administrative head of the Plann-
ing Division and responsible to the Secretary for the Division's
operations. '

(2) The person holding office at the commencement of
this Act as the Agsistant Chief Planning Officer in the Cantral
Planning Bureau shall be deemed to have been appointed to the
office of Director of Planning under this Act.

8. Qthep offigera and emoloyees - (1) There may from
time to time be appointed as members of the Puyblié Sgrvice such
other officers and employees of the Planning Division as may
be necessary.

(2) All officers and employees shall act under the
direction of the Director of Planning in the exercise and per~
formance of the powers, duties and functions conferred or im-
posed on them by enactment.

(3) All persons {except those elsewhere in this Act
excluded) who at the commencement of this Act are officers
and employees of the Central Planning Bureau shall bse deemed
to have bean appointed to tha Pianning Division under this
Act.

PART II1I - STATISTIC VISION

9. Functigns of the Statistics Division - (1) The
functions of the Statistics Division shall be to collect, com-
pile, analyss, abatract and publish statistics with or with-
out observations thereon, for the purpose of furnishing informa-
tion required in thes formation or carrying out of Government
policy in any field or otherwise rsquired for Government pur-

poses or for mesting the needs of trade, commercs, industry or
agriculturs.

) (2) The Statistice Division shall be responsible for
administering ths Statistica Act 1966.

10. Statintica Qfficar - (1) There shall from time
to time be appointed as e member of the Pyblic Servicse &
Statistics Officex who shall be the administrative head of
the Statiatice Division end responsible to the Secrstary for
the Division's operations. ‘ : .

(2) There shall from time to time bs appointed as a
member of the Public Sgrvics a Deputy Statistice Officer
who shall act as Sgatismtics Officer in the cass of abssnce
f:om'duty of the Gtatistics Officer (from whetever cause .
arising) or on the occurrence from any cause pf a vacancy in
the position of Statistics Officer (whether by reason of death,

z::% gstien or othserwiss) so long as such absencs or vacancy

S
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3) The Deputy Statistics Officer, _while ac
Statistiés Officer, shall exercise the duties and shall have
the powers of the Statistics Officer, gnd the féct that he so
acts shall be sufficient evidence of his authority to do so.

11l. Ethg; gffi;g;a and Emnlnygaa - {1} There may from
time to time be appointed as members of the Public Sgrvice such

other officers and employees of the Sgatistics Division as may
bs required.

{(2) All officers and employees shall act under the
direction of the Statistics Officer in the exercise and per-
formance of the powers, duties and functions conferred or im-
possed on them by any enactment.

(3) All pexsons (except those elsswhere in this Act
excluded) who at the commencement of this Act are officers
and employees of the Statistics Office shall be deemed to have
been appointed to the Statistics Division under this Act.

"PART IV - EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISIQN

12. [Eunctions of th External Affairs Divisjon - The
functions of the External Affairs Division shall be:

(a) to administer, co-ardinate and direct the
Government's foreign relations;

(b) to provide Government's channel of communi-
cations with all other governments and all
inter-governmental organizations; and

(¢} to advise Government on all matters relating
to its external affairs, including matters
of protocol.

this Act as Director of External Affairs within the Pyemier's
Depaftmant shall be deemed to have been appointed to the Office
of Director of Extsrnal Affairs under thig Act.

. 19. A - (1) There may from
time to time be appointed ag members of the. Public Service such

other officers and employees of the External Affairs Division
as may be necessary.

. (2) All efficers and employses shall sct under the
direction of the Dirsctor of Extsrnal Affairs in ths exercise
and performance of the duties and functions conferred or im-
posed on them by any enactment,

(3) All persons who at the ‘commancement of this Act:
are officers and employess of
the Premier's Daspartmant shall
to the External Affairs Divisio
Act.

the External Affairs Division of
be deemed to have bsan appointed
n of the Dgpartment under this

3 Ermtstay.
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PART V - OTHER PROVISIONS

15.
as practicable after the end of each financial year furnish to
the Minister a report on the operation of the Ministry as well

or - (1) The Secretary shall as socon :
|
as.a report on the Cook Islands economy for that year. 3

(2) A copy of each report shall be laid before the
Legislative Assembly within twenty-eight days after it has been
furnished to the Minister if the Assembly is then in session, .
and, if not, shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly
within twenty-sight days after the commencement of the next S
ensuing session. )

16. Regulations - (1) The High Commissioner, by Order . |
in Exscutive Council, may from time to time make all such .regu- [
lations as are deemed necessary or expedient for the purpose :
of giving full effect to this Act and for the due administration ‘
thereof. ; /

(2) All regulations made under this section shall be
laid before the Legislative Agsembly by the Minister within
twenty-eight days of the date of the making thereof if the , I
Agsembly is then in session, and, if not, shall be laid before : i
the Agsembly within twenty-eight days after the date of commence-
ment of the next ensuing session.

17. onge i 8 - (1) The Premier's i |
Department Act 1975 is amended by: x ‘
{(a) repealing Part III; and i ‘

(b) repealing the words "Director of External ;
Affairs" in sub-section (1) of section (23). : “’

{2) The Statistics Act 1966 is amended by:

(a) inssrting in section (2) the following definition:
"1Sacretary of Planning and External Affairs'
means the officer for the time being in charge .
of the Ministry of Planning and External Affairs"; :

{b) regealing sections (3), (4), (9), (35) and (36);
an

(c) repealing the word "Minister" whenever it
occurs and substituting the words "Secretary
of Planning and External Affairs."

This Act is administered in the Ministry of Planning and External
Affairs,

RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS: Printed under the authori
: orit £ th
Cook, Islends Government, by T. KAPI, Government Prin{eg - 1;77






