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1973-7I f, lIo. 36 
An Act to com;titute the ~:ini'ltry of t;upportive Services 

(29 Apnl 1974 
fl.> IT ENilCTED by the Lq:;islutive Assembly of the Cook Islands 
in Session a'loeml,lecl, and by the uuthorj ty of the sume. us 
f,)llowo: 

1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as the Ministry of 
U"pportive tiervices Act 1973-71+. 

2. lnterpretotion - In this Act, unless' the context other-
51se requires, _ 

"Minister" Lleuns the Minister appointed under 
the provi:lions of the (;onstitution as the 
Mini«ter in charge of the Ministry: 

"Ministry" r.wan:J thu llliniotry of tiupportive 
Services constituted under this Act: 

"';ecretury" me:lns the Secretary of the Ministry 
of :";upportivu Licl'vice« appointed under the 
provisions of thio Act. 

3. Ministry of Supportive Jervices - There shall be a 
Dt:partment of Utate to be known au the h!inistry of :';upportive 
:';',rvi cen v.hich uuder the control of the Minister 3holl be charged 
w,th the "d/llinbtr"~ion of the cntlctmnntn !lpecified in the 
:';,:hl:dulc to tlll:.J .Iet und wlbh !:Ouch' other fUnctionr. 0,; moy be 
li'wfull~ COIII'"rr.c(( 011 j t. 
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4. Princi;?al functions of the Ministry - The principal 
functions of the fuinistry snaIl be -

(a) To provide, construct and maintain roads, 
harbours, buildinGS and other public 
facilities required for the development and 
administration of the Cook Islands: 

(b) To establish, provide "net maintain an adequate 
water supply Bnd reticulation service in all 
islands: 

(c) 'fo pL'ovide, operate, manu.;e and i,minthin a 
tranHport service fbr Depurtments of ;"tate 
ana other liovernu:ent at';encies: 

(d) To undcrt~ke services in conncction with the 
COllHtl'uction, buildin,;, and furniture-makinc; 
industries for the benefit of the public: 

(e) '1'0 provide ulld proll:ote printing process to cater 
,~fR~ 8lig~1l(i~tgngL Government and the people of 

5. uecretary or ,)uppot't1.ve ...ierviccn - t.r-here shall from 
time to time be apIlC'inte<i as a 14eUlbe:r of the Public 0ervice a 
uccretary of ~upportivc ',ervices who shall be the administrative 
head of the l',iinistry of Gupportive uervices. 

6. Appointwcnt of other officers and employees - There 
m,y from time to time be appointed as members of the Public 
~(;rvice: 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

A Director of the Public .Iorks Division of 
tlw ),;inistr:!: 

A Director of PrintinG: 
Such other officers and employees of the 
;.iinistry [IS may be nf!cessary. 

7. ~xistinv appointments deemed to be made under this 
A~t - (1) l'he person holdil1E office in the Public Service at 
thtJ 'commer.cement of this Act as the 0eeret<;ry of the Ministry of 
SI~portiv0 ServictJs shall be deemed to have been appointed to 
titut office as aforesaid under this J\ct. 

(2) The person holding office in the Public Service 
at the COD~encement of this Act ns Director of ~orks shall be 
d"emed to have been appointed to th" of ficd of Director of the 
1'Ilblic "orks iJivision of the :.iinh;try under this Act. 

(;) All other person:; who at the commencement of this 
Act are officern or employ':es in -the Public iOprvice of the 
!t&.Lni03try of eJupportivc Service" nhall be deemed to have been 
";Jpointed under thiH Act. 

8. Officer03 to act under the Liirection of the Secretary -
All Officer,-; and employe"" of the lwinj"try shall act under the 
direction of the ;;ecretary in the uxercine and performance of 
the pow<!rn dutie:J ana function,; coni'orreLl or impo;;cd on them by 
auy enactment of which the lI.inistry or the Secrllt:cry is chaq"ed 
with the administration by the j~ct or any other enuctment. ' 

9. Delegation of powern of kinister - (1) The Minister may 
from time to time, by writin[,; umier hi,; hand, either t~enerally 
or particulllrly, ,lej ec;at" to the ~;ucrpt,-,ry all or any of tho 
powers which Hl'e conferred 011 him us l,linir:;ter in charlie of the 
IHnistry by any enDet.mellt, includin[; power:J deleg"ted to him 
under any enltctment. 

(2) .vhere the uecretary purports to uct purouant to 
uny delc,:ution undo,' thi03 secLioll, he ohu.ll be pL'esumed to be 
"ctine; ill (lccorLiance with the t<:1'108 of the delegation in the 
"bscnce of proof to the contI"il'Y. 
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(3) Every such delegation shall be revocable at 
will, and no :Juch delegation shall prevent the exercise of 
any power by the j,;ini.ster. _ 

(4) Unless and until any such delee;ation is revoked, 
it shall continue in force according to its tenor. In the 
event of the Minister by whom any such delegation has been made 
ceasing to hold office, it shall continue to have effect as if 
made by the person for the time being holding office as V,inister 
ond in the event of the Secretnry to whom any such delegation 
has been made ceasine; to hold office it shall continue to have 
.,ffect as if made to the peroon for the time being holding 
office an L~ecretary. 

10. VeleKation of powers by Secretary - (1) The Secretary 
may from time to time by writing under his hand, either generally 
or particulurly, delq;ate to such officer or officers or 
.,mployee or employ",_,s or the r,;inintry as he thinks fit, all or 
:my of the powers exercisenble by him under any enactment 
1 ncludinr~ uny powers tlele[5ut<!d to him under any enactment, but 
not includinG this prcGent powcr of-delet;ation: 

Provided that th" ueeret3ry nhall not delegate any power 
dele~ated to him by the Minister without the written 
consent of the ~inister. 

(2) Every person purporting to act pursuant to any 
delegation under this :;ection shall be presumed to be acting 
in accordance with the terms of the delce;ation in the absence 
of proof to the contrary. 

(3) Any delegation under this section may be made to 
a specified officer or employee or to officers or employees of 
a specified class, or may be made to the holder or holders for 
the time being of u specified office or class of office. 

(4) Every delegation under thin section shall be 
revocable at will and no such delet:;ntion shall prevent the 
exercise of any power by the GecretCiry. 

(5) Any such delel~ation shall, until revoked, con­
tinue in force according to it:J tenor, notwithstanding the fact 
that' the :';ecretary by whom it was made may be ceased to hold 
uffice, and shall continue to have effect as if made by the 
successor in office of that Uecretary. 

11. "pecial Investil,atioTm - (1) The Minister may from 
time to time, as he thinks fit, caune an investic;ation,pursuant 
to this section to be made into any matter connected w~th or 
"ffectin," any of the functions of the Minist!'y. 

, (2) For tho purpose of any such inventigation, the 
hlinister may, by order in writinr; ait:;ned by him require any 
l'er:Jon, partnership, company or other corporate body currying 
on lmy business relating to or affecting the nubjcct matter of 
the investigation to produce for the inspection of any per:Jon 
Ilominated in that behalf by the Minister, any pupers, books or 
<locuments which arc in the possusuion of the pe1'(1On, partnership, 
eompany, or corpor;, te body, or to set down in writing any facts 
relatin" to the :Jubject matt"r of the inventir;ation which ure 
',vi thin the knowledr;e of the ptJr03on, purt,nership, company or 
<.:orporute body, und to allow copies or extructs from any :Juch 
popcrs, books or documents to be maLie by the person in:Jpecting 
them. 

0) AllY person who fails to comply with any order 
of the Miniutcr under this sc.;ction or who deceives or obGtructs 
'Ir uttemptu to de<.:eive or obntruct UIlY person QOLlinatcd by the 
i,iiniuter un ufore!wid in the conduct of nny such investigation 
cOlnmit/! on offence, und shall be liable on conviction to a fine 
HOt exceu,lint;; one hundred d011a('0. 

(l» All infoImution obtail1<!u by the ~lin-ister or by 
.1ny oth',r pl!L'uon by m'lalHl of any :;uch j nveuti"ntion shull be 
trlJateli a:J confidellLinl except for the pUrpOSe of this Act. 
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12. h.nnual Report - ·(1) The Secretary shall as soon as 
practicable after the end of each financial year furnish to the 
Minister a report on the operations of the Ministry for that 
year. 

(2) A copy of the report shall be laid before the 
Logislative Assembly within twenty-eight days after it has been 
furnished to the Minister if the Assembly is then in session, 
and, if not, shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly 
within twenty-eight days after the commencement of the next 
eusuing session. 

13. Regulations - (1) The High Commissioner, by Order in 
Executive Council, may from time to time make all such 
regulations are deemed necessary or expedient for the purpose 
of giving full effect to this Act and for the due administration 
tllereof. 

(2) All regulations made under this section shall be 
laid before the Legislative Assembly by the Minister within 
twenty-eight days of the date of the making thereof if the 
Aasembly i.s then in session, and, if not, shall be laid before 
the Asseml,ly wi thin twenty-eight days after the date of the 
commencement or the next ensuing session. 

14. Consequential amendment - The Public Service Act 1969 
is hereby amended by -

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Section (3) 

Omitting from the First Schedule the words 
"Department of Works and Communications" and 
substituting the words "Ministry of 
Supportive Services": 

Omitting from the Second Schedule the words 
"Director of \'orks and Communications" and 
substituting the words "Secretary of 
Supportive Services": 

Adding to the Second Schedule the words 
"Director of the Public Works Division, 
Ministry of Supportive ;jervices". 

SCHEDULE 

Enactments to be administered by the Ministry of Supportive 
Services: 

Building Controls and Standards Act 1968. 
Rarotonga Waterworks Ordinance 1960. 

'l'his Act is administored in the I.iiniotry of Supporti vo Services. 

HAHOTONGA, COOK WLANIXl: Printed under the au1lhority of the 
Cook Islands Government, by '1'. KAi>I, Government l'rinter -
1974. 
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