
CORRIGENDA-continued. 

Page 2060-H ealth Ordhtance, 1912-1924. 
Delete note (12) and substitute:-
" (12) By notice dated 15.4.1913 and, pub-
lished in Papua Govt. Gaz. of 15.4.1!H3 the 
Lieutenant-Governor applied Section 90 to 
the Town of Daru.". 

Page 2071-Health Ordinance, 1912-1924. 
In note (22), for "Section 34" read "Section 
134". 



HEALTH ORDINANCE. 1912-1924. (1) 

An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the 
Enactments relating to Public Health. 

BE it e~acted by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Territory of 
Papua with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 

thereof as follows;-

PART I.-PREIJIMINARY. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Health Ordinance, 1912-
1924. (1) 

It shall commence on the first day of March, 1912, and is 
divided into parts as follows;-

Part" I.-Preliminary. 
Part Il.-Chief Health Officer. 
Part IlL-Health Authorities and Districts. 
Part IV.-Officers. 
Part 
Part 

V.-Insanitary Conditions and Their Removal. 
VI.-Reports and Enquiries. 

(1) The Health Ordinance, 1912-1924, comprises the Health Ordinance, 1912, as 
amended by the other Ordinances referred to in the following Table:- • 

ORDINANOES OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNOIL FOR THE TERRITORY OF PAPUA. 

Date on 
which 

Date of Date of assent of 
Short title, number reserva- Gov.-Gen. Date on which came 

and year. assent by tion by in Council into operation. Lieut.-Gov. Lieut.-Gov. published 
in Papua 
Govt. Gaz. 

Health Ordinance, 25.1.1912'u) - - 1.3.1912 (Sec. 1, 
1912 (No. 1 of Health Ordina..nce, 
1912) 1912) 

Ordinances Re,viaion - 14.8.1913 4.2.1914 4.2.1914 (Papua 
Orilinance, 1913 Govt. Gaz. of 
(No. 3 of 1914) 4.2.1914) 

Hoolth Ordinance, 11.11.1920(·) - - 11.11.1920 (Ordin-
1920 (No. 12 of ances etc. of Papua, 
1920) 1920, p. 33) 

Health Ordinance, 28.7.1924(') - - 28.7.1924 (Ordin-
1924 (No. 12 of ances etc. of Papua, 
1924) 1924, p. 37) 

-----
(a) No notice of non-disallowance by Gov.·Gen. in Council has been published in 
Papll8 Govt. Gaz. 
(b) Notice of non·disallowance by Gov.·Gen. in Council was published in Papua Govt. 
Guz. of 6.7.1921. 
(c) Notice of non· disallowance by Gov.-Gen. in Council was published in Papua Govt. 
Guz. of 24.12.1924. 
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Short title. 
Amended by 
No. 2 of 1930, 
s.2. 

Commencement.. 

Division. 



Interpretation. 

HEALTH..,-

Part VIL-Sanitation-
Division I-Of Air. 
Division 2-0f Food. 
Division 3-0f Premises. 

Part VIIL-Infectious Diseru;es. 
Part IX.-Infected Districts. 
Part X.-Vaccination. 
Part XL-Regulations. 
Part XII.-Miscellaneous .. 

2. In this Ordinance unless a contrary intention appears-
"Ordinance" includes regulations. 
" Cesspool" means any receptacle for night-soil or liquid 

refuse. 
"District" means a Sanitary District established or deemed 

to be established under this Ordinance. 
"Drain" means a drain used solely in connection with any 

building or premises within the same curtilage. 
"Sewer" means any sewer and any drain except a drain 

as above defined. 
"Infectious Diseru;e" includes leprosy plague yellow fever 

small pox cholera diphtheria membraneous croup erysi-
pelas scarlet fever scarletina measles dysentery pul-
monary tuberculosis whooping cough and the fevers 
known by any of the following names or descriptions; 
-typhus typhoid enteric relapsing or puerperal (in-
cludi!lg all puerperal conditions depending on infection) 
and also any other disease which the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor(2) may by proclamation (3) declare to be an infectious 
disease. 

"Health Authority" means a Health Authority appointed 
under this Ordinance and "the Health Authority" 
means the Health Authority for the particular district, 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
(3) Pursuant to Se~tion 2. the Lieutenant-Governor. by proclamations, particulars 

of which are set out in the Table below, declared the following diseases to be infectious 
diseases within the meaning of Section 2: 

Date on which 
proclamation 

made. 

25.11.1918 
4.4.1916 

27.,4.1917 
26.4.1920 

22.9.1930 

Date on which 
published in 

in Papua 
Govt. Gaz. 

4.12.1918 
5.4.1916 
2.5.1917 

26.4.1920 

1.10.1980 

Infectious disease declared. 

Influenza 
German Measles (Rothelm Rubeala) 
Chicken Pox 
Epidemic Mouth Disease 

{
Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis 
Encephalitis LethargicI' 
Cerebro-Spinal Fever 
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"Offensive trade" includes every trade business process or 
manufacture-

Ca) carried on in any candle house melting house 
fellmongery tannery or slaughter-house or in 
any building or place for boiling meat offal or 
blood or for boiling burning or crushing bones; 

Cb) carried on so as to cause offensive effluvia; 
Cc) whereby lead or other poisoning may be caused; 
Cd) declared to be an offensive trade by proclama-

sion. (4) 

"Owner" includes every person for the time being entitled 
on his own or on any account to the receipt of any rent 
or profit of the premises referred to. 

"Public Place" includes every place to which'the public 
ordinarily have access. 

"Private Place" means every place other than a public 
place. 

"Proclamation" means a proclamation by the Lieutenant-
Governor published. in the Gazette. 

3. The enactments specified in the First Schedule hereto are Repeal. 
repealed. First Schedule • 

. All proclamations (5) orders (5) regulations (6) and by-Iaws(7) Saving. 

made under the provisions of any of the enactments hereby re-
pealed and in force at the commencement of this Ordinance shall 
notwithstanding such repeal be and continue to be of full force 
and effect until revoked or cancelled as if the same were made 
under the correspomEng provisions of this 'Ordinance. 

All Sanitary Boards(5) established districts (5) created and 
officers appointed under any of the enactments hereby repealed 
and existing or in office at the commencement of this Ordinance 
shall be deemed to have been established created and appointed 
under the corresponding provisions of this Ordinance. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council (2) may by proclama-
tion (8) suspend the operation of any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance in the Territory or any part thereof for any period. 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordirumce Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
(4) No proclamation has been published in Papua Govt. Gaz. 
(5) Particulars of Proclamations, Orders, Sanitary Boards, and district. continued 

in force by Section 3 are included in the relevant footnotes and Tables to this 
Ordinance. 

(6) See footnote (20) printed on p. 2070. 
(7) No by-laws 'under the repealed enactments were published in British N.G. G01)t. 

Gaz. or Papua G()vt. Guz. 
(8) No proclamation has been published in Papua Govt. Gaz. 
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Suspension of 
provisions. 
Compare Q. 64 
Vic. No. 9, s. 4. 



Alternative 
procedure. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.6. 

Other procedure 
not affected. 
S.A. lb. s.7. 

Public buildings 
su bj ect to this 
Ordinance. 
KA. lb. s. 9. 

Officer ha ving 
chief control 
to be personalIy 
responsible. 
S.A. lb. s. 10. 

Chief Health 
Officer. 

To execute this 
Ordinance. 
Compare S.A. 
lb. 8. 12. 

Concurrent 
powers. 
S.A. lb. s. 20. 

Chief Health 
Officer to act 
as chairman or 
health officer in 
certain cases. 

Inspectors and 
officers. 
S.A. lb. s. 22. 

Sanitary districts. 
Pap. No. 9 of 
1900, s. 4. 

HEALTH-

5. In all cases where this Ordinance and any other Ordinance 
not hereby repealed contain provisions for effecting the same or 
a similar object but in different modes proceedings may be had 
under either Ordinance. . 

6. Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect any power of pro-
ceeding by indictment complaint or information or take away or 
affect any other remedy under any other Ordinance or otherwise. 

7.~(1.) Premises owned or occupied by the Government or by 
public bodies shall be subject to the provisions of this Ordinance 
in the same manner as, if they were owned or occupied privately. 

(2.) The officer having the use or control of such premises shall 
be liable for any breach of the provisions of this Ordinance as if he 
were the actual owner or occupier of such premises. 

PART II.-CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 
8. The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may appoint a Chief Health 

Officer. 

9. The Chief Health Officer shall be charged with the due 
execution of this Ordinance for securing the proper sanitary con-
dition of the Territory. 

10. A.ny powers which a health authority and its officers may 
exercise with respect to its particular district may be exercised by 
the Chief Health Officer and his officers with respect to the whole 
Territory. 

11. If the headquarters of the Chief Health Officer are within 
a district he shall unless or until another appointment is made 
under the provisions hereinafter contained-

(a) be the health authority of that district if such health 
authority. is a health officer; or 

(b) be the chairman of the Sanitary Board for that district 
if the health authority of the district is a Sanitary 
Board. 

12. The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may appoint such inspectors 
and other officers as he may deem necessary to assist the Chief 
Health Officer. 

PART III.-HEALTH A.UTHORITIES AND DISTRICTS. 
1.3.-(1.) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council(2) may establish 

sanitary districts (9) under this Ordinance. 
(2.) Such establishment shall be notified in the Gazette. 

(2) See Section 19(2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911·1940. 
(9) A Table containing particulars of notices establishing Sanitary Districts under 

the Health Ordinanee, 1912·1924 (including notices continued in force by Section 
3) is printed on p. 2095, and the notices are printed immediately after. the Table. 
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14.-(1.) The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may appoint a health 
authority for each sanitary district. 

(2.) A health authority for any district may in the discretion 
of the Lieutenant-Governor(2) be either-

(a) a Sanitary Board; or 
(b) a. health officer. 

(3.) Every Sanitary Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings. 
(4.) Every Health Authority shall be charged with the due 

execution of this Ordinance for securing the proper sanitary con-
dition of its district and in particular shall abide by and carry 
out all such directions as it shall receive in that behalf from the 
Chief Health Officer . 

. 15.-(1.) If the health authority of a district is a Sanitary 
Board it shall consist of not more than three members including 
the. chairman who shall also be appointed by the Lieutenant-
Governor. (2) 

(2.) A quorum of a Sanitary Board shall consist of two members: 
Provided that the chairman may act alone if neither of the other 
members are present within ten minutes from the time appointed 
for the meeting. 

(3.) Every chairman shall have a deliberative vote and also a 
casting vote in case of equality of voting. 

Health 
authorities. 
See Pap. No. 9 
of 1900, s. 4. 
Sanitary Board 
or health 
officer. 

Minutes. 

Health authority 
to be executive. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
B.24 .. 

Constitution, &c .. 
of Sanitary 
Board. 
Compare Pap, 
No. 9 of 1900, 
8.4. 

16. The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may at any time cancel the Cancellation of 
appointment of any health officer or of any member of a Sanitary appointment. See Pap. lb. 
Board. 8.4. 

17. Every Sanitary Board shall meet for the despatch of busi-
ness on the second Tuesday of each month and at such other times 
as may be necessary. 

PART IV.-OFFICERs. 
18.-(1.) The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may appoint such health 

officers inspectors and officers as he may deem necessary for each 
district. 

(2.) Any person may be appointed a health officer notwith-
standing that he is not a legally qualified medical practitioner. 

19. For the purpose of any inspection an inspector may with or 
without others enter into and upon any premises between the 
hours of nine in the forenoon and six in the afternoon or in the 
case of any business or trade premises at any time when such 
business or trade is in progress or is usually carried on and for 
the purposes of inspection may open up drains and do any other 
necessary work. 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordiru<nc'e lnterpretati(m Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
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Meetings of 
Sanitary Board. 

Appointment of 
officers. 
Compare S.A. lb. 
B.40. 
Pap. lb. s. 8. 

Inspector may 
enter and inspect. 
S.A. lb . •. 43. 



Health officer, 
'&c., to have 
powers of 
inspector. 
Oompare S.A. 
711, 1898, s. 41. 

Obstruction of 
officer. 
Oompare S.A. 
lb. s. 40. 

Definition of 
insanitary 
condition. 
S.A. lb. s. 45. 

Health authority 
to order 
inspection in 
certain cases. 
S.A. lb. s. 46. 

To report to 
health 
authority. 
S.A. lb. s. 47. 

Occupier to 
furnish owner's. 
name, &c. 
S.A. lb. s. 48. 

Inspector may 
give notice. 
S.A. lb. s. 49. 
Oompare Q. 48 
Vic. No. 17, 
s.52. 

Health authority 
may give notice. 
S.A. lb. s. 50. 
Q. lb. s. 74. 

HEALTH-

20. Every health officer and every chairman of a Sanitary 
Board shall possess all the powers vested in any inspector. 

21. No person shall obstruct or incite any other person to 
obstruct any person acting in the execution of this Ordinance or 
of any powers thereunder and the police shall assist all persons 
acting as aforesaid. 

Penalty: Ten Pounds. 

PART V.-INSANITARY CONDITIONS AND THEIR REMOVAL. 

22. The expression "insanitary condition" includes every 
breach or non-observance or any of the sanitary provisions of this 
Ordinance and also every condition declared to be an insanitary 
condition pursuant to section 28. 

23. Every health authority upon' receiving from any person 
other than an inspector any information establishing reasonable 
grounds for suspicion of the existence of any insanitary condition 
shall forthwith instruct an inspector ,to inquire into and report 
upon the premises referred to. 

24. If any inspector shall ascertain the existence of any in-
sanitary condition he shall forthwith report the circumstances to 
the health authority. 

Such report shall set out as far as possible-
(a) The nature of the insanitary condition; 
(b) The apparent cause thereof and the suggested remed~; 
(c) The description and situation of the premises; 
(d) The name of the owner; and 
(e) The name of the occupier. 

25. Every occupier shall on request furnish any inspector with 
the name and address of the owner so far as same may be known 
to him. 

Penalty: Ten Pounds. 

26. If in the opinion of the inspector the insanitary condition 
should be immediately removed he shall in addition to reporting 
the circumstances to the health authority serve upon the occupier 
or owner a notice to remove or amend the same and therein shall 
specify what is required to be done and limit a time for compliance. 

27. Upon the receipt of an inspector's report the health auth-
ority with or without further inquiry-
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(a) May serve a notice requiring the removal or amendment 
of the insanitary condition; or 

(b) May if the inspector has already given notice-
(i) Adopt such notice; or 

(ii) Issue a new notice in lieu thereof. 

28. Any health authority upon being satisfied that it is proper 
so to do may serve a notice requiring the removal or amendment 
of any condition which such health authority shall declare to be 
an insanitary condition. 

29. Every notice under the last two prececljng sections shall 
specify what is required to be done and shall limit a time for 
compliance and may direct to be done such works as the health 
authority may deem necessary to prevent a recurrence of the 
insanitary condition. 

Notice re 
declared 
insanitary 
condition. 
S.A.711,189B, 
8.51. 

Requirements 
of notice. 
S.A. lb. s. 52. 
Compare Q. 
48 Vic. No. 17, 
s.74. 

30. The notice may be served in manner following- Service. 

(a) If the owner be unknown or if in the opinion of the S.A. lb. s. 53. 

health authority the insanitary condition is caused by 
the act or neglect of the occupier the notice may be 
served on the occupier; 

(b) In all other cases the notice may be served on the 
owner or on any person by whose act or neglect such 
insanitary condition arises in the opinion of the 
health authority; 

(c) In the case of premises owned by the Government or 
by any public body the notice may be served upon 
the officer having or apparently having the chief 
control of such premises. 

31. No person after service upon him shall fail to comply with-
(a) Any notice given by an inspector (provided the same 

be subsequently adopted) ; or 
(b) Any notice of the health authority. 

Penalty: Twenty Pounds. 

Penalty for non· 
compliance with 
notice. 
S.A. lb. s. 54. 

32. On failure to comply with any notice of the health authority Health authority 
. may carry out or with any inspector's notice the health authorIty may carry out requirements of 

the requirements of the notice. notice. 
S.A. lb. s. 55. 

33. In the case of unoccupied lands or premises if the owner 
and the person by whose act or neglect ·the insanitary condition 
~ caused are unknown or cannot be found the health authority 
may remove or amend the insanitary condition without any previous 
notice whatever. 
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Q.lb. s. 52. 

No notice 
necessary in 
certain cases. 
S.A. lb. s. 56. 



Health authority 
may make 
complaint 
before Justices 
&c. 
S.A.711,1898, 
s.57. 
Compare Q. 
48 Vic. No. 17, 
s.75. 

Powers of 
Justices. 
S.A. lb. s. 58. 
Cf. Q. lb. s. 76. 

Expenses 
recoverable from 
persons served 
with notice. 
S.A. lb. s. 59. 
Cf. Q. lb. s. 78. 
Expenses may 
be recovered 
by owner from 
occl).pier. 
S.A. lb. s. 60. 

Occupier from 
owner. 
S.A. lb. s. 61. 

Health authority 
to report 
lInnually. 
S.A. lb. s. 6a. 

Monthly return 
of infectious 
diseases. 
S.A. lb. s. 64. 

HEALTH-

34. In addition to or in lieu of summarily removing or amend-
ing any insanitary condition if either-

(a) The person on whom a notice to remove or amend any 
insanitary condition has been served makes default 
in complying with any of the requisitions thereof 
within the time specified; or . 

(b) The insanitary condition although amended or removed 
since the service of the notice is in the opinion of the 
health authority likely to recur on the same premises; 

the healJ;h authority may institute summary proceedings against 
the person on whom the notice was served.' 

35. The Court if satisfied that the alleged insanitary condition 
exists or has been declared or is likely to recur on the same premises 
may by order require the defendant to remove or amend the same 
or to prevent the recurrence thereof within a time to be specified 
in the order and may if thought desirablel specify the works to be 
executed for the purpose of removing amending or preventing' the 
recurrence of the insanitary condition. 

Penalty: One Pound for every day during default. 

36. All expenses incurred by the health authority in connection 
with the removal or amendment of any insanitary condition may 
be recovered from the person upon whom the notice has been served. 

37. All expenses incurred by an owner by reason of his com-
pliance with any notice may be recovered by him from the occupier 
or other person in all cases where the insanitary condition con-
cerning which the notice was given was caused by the act or neglect 
of such occupier or such other person. 

38. All expenses incurred by an occupier by reason of his com-
pliance with any notice may be recovered by him from the owner 
in all other cases. 

PART Vr.-REPORTS AND INQUIRIES. 

39. Every health authority shall during July in every year and 
. at such other times as the Chief Health Officer may direct report 
to the Chief Health Officer concerning the sanitary condition of its 
district in such form as may be prescribed. 

. 40. Every health authority shall forward monthly to the Chief 
Health Officer during the first week in each month a return of all 
cases of infectious disease reported within the district in such form 
as may be prescribed. 
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41. Every health authority shall immediately report to the 
Chief Health Officer the outbreak within its district of any" in-
fectious disease or the occurrence of any indications thereof or of 
any circumstances of special importance likely to affect the health 
of any part of· the district together with all such particulars as 
can aid in the complete comprehension of the 'case and of its 
nature and cause. 

42. The Chief Health Officer shall annually not later than the 
month of August and also whenever required by the Lieutenant-
Governor report to him concerning all matters affecting the public 
health. 

43. The annual report of the Chief Health Officer shall be 
laid before the Legislative Council. 

44. Whenever it shall appear to the Chief Health Officer neces-
sary or proper to make formal inquiry into any matter for the 
purposes of this Ordinance the following provisions shall have 
effect:-

(a) The Chief Health Officer shall specify in writing the 
general scope and object of the inquiry and such 
general directions as it may think proper to secure 
its due performance; 

(b) The inquiry shall be thereupon held by the health officer 
or chairman of a Sanitary Board or such other person 
as the Chief Health Officer may appoint. 

The health officer chairman or other person is hereinafter in 
this Part included in the expression" the chairman" ; 

(c) The inquiry shall be held either in public or with closed 
doors and at such place or places as the chairman 
may think fit; 

(d) The chairman shall hold sittings at such places with 
power from time to time to adjourn the same. He 
may summon and examine witnesses and receive, any 
evidence that may be offered respecting the subject 
of the inquiry; 

All parol evidence shall be reduced to writing; 
The chairman may require any person to sign any evidence 

given byhim; 
(e) Witnesses may be summoned by being served with a 

notice in writing under the hand of the chairman 
calling upon. them to attend and give evidence at a 
time. and place to be therein specified. Such notice 
shall be served so long before the time appointed 
as the chairman may deem reasonable. 
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Outbreak of 
infectious 
disease to be 
reported. 
Compare S.A. 
711, 1898, s. 66. 

Chief Health 
Officer to reporl 
annually. 
Compare S.A. 
Ib.s.67. 

Annual tepor-t 
to be laid before 
Legislative 
Council. 
S.A. lb. s. 68. 

Power to 
institute 
inquiries. 
Compare S.A. 
Ib.s.69. 
Q. 48 Vie. 
No: 17, ss. 11, 
14. 



Penalty for non· 
attendance. 
S.A.711, 
1898, s. 70; 

Certificate of 
chairman to be 
sufficient proof. 

. S.A. lb. s. 71. 

Power of 
inspection. 
S.A. lb. s. 72. 

Chairman to 
report to Chief 
Healj;h Officer. 
S.A. lb. s. 73. 

False evidence. 
/'I.A. lb. s. 74. 

All sewers and 
drains to be 
kept properly. 
S.A. lb. s. 75. 
Compare Q. 48 
Vic. No. 17, 
s.22. 

Sewers drains 
stagnant water 
and collections 
of offensive 
matter. 
S.A. lb. s. 76. 
Compare Q. lb. 
ss. 22,50. 

HEALTH:-

45. No person served with such notice and having been paid or 
tendered in advance such moneys as he would have been entitled 
to receive had he been a witness summoned to attend a Small 
Debts Court shall fail to comply with the same or having attended 
refuse to give evidence or sign the same. 

Penalty: Five Pounds. 

46. A certificate under the hand of the chairman to that effect 
shall be sufficient proof of non-complianee with the notice to attend 
and give evidence and of all other facts necessary to be proved 
to show it was incumbent upon such person to comply therewith. 

47. The chairman either alone', or with others for the purposes 
of the inquiry may enter and inspect any land or premises between 
sunrise and sunset. 

48. The chairman may at any time during the progress of the 
inquiry and shall upon its completion make to the Chief Health 
Officer a written report under his hand setting forth the result 
of the inquiry his opinion thereon and his reasons for such opinion. 
Such report shall be accompanied by all evidence and information 
receiv-ed during the inquiry. 

49. Any person wilfully giving false evidence on any inquiry 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding Two Hundred pounds or to imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding twelve months with or without hard labour. 

Penalty: Fifty Pounds. 

PART VII.-SANITATION. 

Division 1.-0f Air. 
50. Every health authority shall cause all sewers and drains to 

be kept properly cleared cleansed and emptied so as not to become 
or likely. to become injurious to health or offensive and for this 
purpose may construct all necessary works and direct any sewer 
or drain into or through such places as may be deemed proper 
except into fresh water running streams. 

51. No person shall-
(a) Without the consent of the health authority cause or 

permit any private sewer or drain to be emptied or 
flow into any public sewer or drain; . 

(b) Do anything which in the opinion of the health author-
ity shall tend to the injury of /tny drain or sewer; 

(c) Suffer any waste or stagnant water 'to remain in any 
cellar yard or place within or around any dwelling-
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house so as to be or be likely to become injurious to 
health or offensive; 

(d) Allow the contents of any privy or cesspool to overflow 
or soak therefrom; 

(e) Allow any drainage filth water night-soil or matter to 
collect or to be deposited in any place so as to become 
or be likely to become injurious to health or offensive; 

(t) Allow any dead animal to remain in any place so as to 
cause an offensive smell; 

(g) Allow any place to become or likely to become in such 
a state as to be a nuisance or injurious to health or 
offensive; 

(h) Carry or convey offensive or injurious matter through 
the streets except at hours specified by the health 
authority; 

(i) Without the consent of the health authority remove or 
allow to be removed any night-soil from a ditch or 
pit in which the same has been deposited by any 
health authority. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

52. Any health authority may provide and maintain water 
closets earth closets privies urinals and other similar conveniences 
for public accommodation. 

53. A health authority may make regulations(lO) with respect 
to the removal of refuse or excreta from private places and may 
prescribe the manner in which all refuse and excreta shall be 
disposed of. 

54. Any health authority may itself-
(a) Undertake contract or arrange for the removal of re-

fuse or excreta from private places; 
(b) Provide for the owner or occupier of private places 

convenient and sufficient receptacles or pans for such 
refuse or excreta at a reasonable) cost or free of cost. 

55. No person shall deposit any refuse in any place except in 
such receptacles. 

(10) No regulations made by a health authority have been published in Papua 
Govt. Gaz. See, however, the foIJowing regula.tions made' pursuant to Section 126;-

Health (Port Moresby Sanitary) Regulations, 1922, printed on p. 2075; 
Health (Port Moresby San,itary) Regulations, 1940, printed' on p. 2080; 
Health (Port Moresby Sanitary-Septic Tanks) Regulations, 1941, printed 

on p. 2082; 
HeoJth (Sama,rai Sanitary) Regulations, 1925, printed on p. 2087. 
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34 

Health 
authority may 
provide public 
conveniences. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.77. 
Q. 48 Vic. No. 
17, s. 41. 

Regulations for 
removal, &c. of 
refu"Se, &c. 
Pap. No. 9 of 
1900, s. 5 (4). 

Removal of 
refuse, &c. 
Pap. lb. s. 5. 
S.A. lb. s. 78. 

Disposal of 
refuse on 
premises. 
S.A. lb. s. 78. 



Health 
authority may 
fix sum to be 
contributed by 
owner, &c. 
Compare Pap. 
No. 9 of 1900, 
B.6. 

Owner, etc., 
liable for cost. 
Pap. lb. s. 7. 

Public places. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.79. 

Private places. 
Compare .8.A. 
lb. s. 80. 

Cesspools to be 
provided. 
S.A. lb. s. 81. 

No pigs to be 
kept within 100 
feet of street or 
dwelling·house. 
S.A. lb. s. 82. 
Compare Q. 48 
Vie. No. 17, s. 
50. 

Commencement 
and extension. 
S.A. lb. s. 83. 
Q. lb. s. 90. 

HEALTH-

Such receptacles shall be placed in convenient situations at con-
venient times for the removal of their contents. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

56. When any health authority undertakes contracts or arranges 
for the work or to provide the articles mentioned in the last pre-
ceding section but one the health authority may by reg'ulation fix 
such sum as it shall deem necessary to be contributed by each 
owner or occupier of premises towards the cost thereof. 

57. The owner and occupier of any premises shall be severally 
liable for the cost <if charged) of any pan and receptacle so 
provided by the health authority and also for the cost of any work 
determined under the last preceding section in respect of such 
premises. 

58. Every health authority shall take all necessary and proper 
measures to ensure that all public places are properly cleansed 
and kept free from offensive matter. . 

59. Every street lane yard pa~age and other premises formed 
or set out on private premises shall be formed paved levelled or 
made and cleansed and drained by the owners when required by the 
health authority. 

The owner of any such premises and the respective owners of 
the premises fronting adjoining or abutting upon such parts 
thereof as may be-defective shall be deemed to be the owners thereof 
,for the purposes of this Ordinance. 

60. Every distillery manufactory brewery slaughter-house and 
every establishment for the boiling preserving or preparing of any 
animal matter shall be provided with a watertight cesspool con-
structed and kept covered in such a manner as the health authority 
may require. 

All refuse which may be or be likely to become injurious to 
health or offensive shall be deposited therein and periodically re-
moved at prescribed times. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

61. No person shall keep any pig in any sty or place at a 
less distance than one hundred feet from any dwelling-house dairy 
or public street. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

62. No person shall without the consent in writiug of the 
health authority commence or extend any offensive trade. 

Penalty: Fifty pounds. 
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No consent shall be granted except subject to the following 
conditions :-

(a) One month's prior notice of the intention to apply for 
such consent shall be published in the Gazette and in 
a local daily newspaper (if any) circulating in the 
district; 

(b) Such notice shall specify the proposed site and trade; 
(c) Any person may state his objections to the health 

authority; 
(d) If nevertheless consent is granted any such person 

within one month may appeal to the Lieutenant-
Governor(2) who may affirm vary or rescind such. con-
sent and whose decision shall be final. 

This section shall apply only to such districts or portions of 
a district as may from time to time be declared by proclamation 
to be under the protection of this section. 

63. If in the opinion of-
(a) The health authority; or of 
(b) Any six householders of the district; 

any place used for any trade or business shall be or be likely to 
become injurious to the health of or offensive to any of the in-
habitants of the. district or any person employed therein the health 
authority may institute summary proceedings against the person 
by or on whose behalf the trade or business is carried on. 

64. If on the hearing it shall appear to the Court that such 
trade or busine~ is or is likely to become injurious to the health 
of or offensive to any of the inhabitants of the district or any 
person employed therein then unless it be shown that the best 
practicable means for preventing injury to health or offence have 
been used the person so summone<l shall be liable to a penalty-

" 

(a) Of not less than Two pounds or more than Ten pounds; 
(b) Of Twenty pounds upon a conviction for a second or 

continued offence; 
(c) Of double the amount of the penalty imposed for the 

then last preceding offence for every subsequent or 
continued offence: Provided that no penalty shall 
exceed Two Hundred pounds. 

65. The Court may suspend its final determination in any case 
upon condition that the person summoned shall undertake to 
adopt within a time to be fixed by the Court such means as may 
be deemed 'practicable and ordered to be carried into effect for 
preventing or mitigating injury or offence. 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
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Trade nuisl>nces. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.84. 
Compare Q. 48 
Vic. No. 17, 
s.92. 

Penalty. 
S. A. lb. s. 85. 
Q. lb. s. 92 (2). 

]'inal 
determina tion 
maybe 
suspended. 
S.A. lb. s. 86. 
Q. lb. s. 92(3). 



Accumulations of 
off'ensi ve matter. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.87. 

Fruit cases. 
S.A. lb. B. 89. 

Definition. 
S.A. lb. s. 90. 

Riparian rights. 
S.A. lb. B. 91. 

Sources of water 
supply may be 
closed. 
S.A. lb. s. 92. 

When closed not 
to be used. 
S.A. lb. s. 93. 

Offensive matter 
not to be thrown 
in or near water. 
S.A. lb. s. 94. 

HEALTH-

66. No person shall keep any accumulation or deposit of offen-
sive matter longer than in the opinion of the health authority is 
necessary for the purposes of the trade or business or omit to take 
the best available means for preventing injury thereby to the 
public health. . 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

Division 2.~Of Food. 
67. No person shall permit any case or receptacle used or in-

tended, to be used for the carriage of fresh fruit or vegetables to 
come into direct contact with any manure or other offensive matter. 

Penalty: Five pounds. 
• 

68. "Water supply" includes any river stream watercourse 
creek swamp waterhole well tank or reservoir. 

69. Whenever the pollution of. any water supply becomes or is 
likely to become injurious to health the health authority shall for 
the purpose of preventing such pollution have within its districts 
the rights of a riparian proprietor and may enforce such rights 
by summary proceedings against the person in default and may 
generally prevent the pollution of any water. 

Penalty: Ten pounds and for every subsequent offence a penalty 
of double the amount of the penalty imposed on the then last 
preceding offence. 

70. Any health authority may direct that any water supply 
which shall in the opinion of the chairman of a Sanitary Board 
or of a health officer or any legally qualified medical practitioner 
be so polluted or unwholesome as to be unfit for human consumption 
shall be closed and that the contents thereof shall cease to be used 
for human consumption either absolutely or for such time as the 
health authority may direct. 

71. No person shall use or permit to be used for human con-
sumption any such well or other source of water while such direc-
tion shall remain in force. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

72. No person shall throw or permit to be thrown any night-
soil animal or other offensive matter into any water supply or 
deposit the same in any place whence such offensive matter flows 
or falls or is liable to flow or fall into any water supply. 

Penalty: Fifty pounds. 

2056 



Health Ordinance, 1912-1924. 

7,3. No person shall keep any swine sheep or cattle on any 
butcher's business premises or dress any carcase therein unless 
such premises are duly licensed for slaughtering purposes. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

74. No person in charge of any slaughter-house shall keep or 
permit to be kept in or about any slaughter-house any swine unless 
intended for immediate slaughter or any dog unless constantly 
chained when not being used for yarding purposes. 

No such person shall permit any swine to feed on any blood 
offal manure night-soil filth or other refuse matter: ' 

Provided that the health authority may grant written permis-
sion to any person to keep swine on the following conditions:-

(a) That such swine are to be kept at such distance from 
the slaughter-house as may be directed; and 

(b) That such swine may be fed with offal if such offal has 
been first thoroughly cleansed and boiled. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

75. No permit pursuant to the preceding section shall be 
granted for a longer period than for one year at anyone time 
and every such permit may be withdrawn on proof to the satis-
faction of the health authority of any non-observance of any' con-
dition ,thereof. 

76. No person shall use any slaughter-house or other premises 
connected therewith unless the same shall in the opinion of the 
health authority be constructed of suita'Qle material and be paved 
with brick stone cement or' other impervious material. 

All such slaughter-houses and premises shall be provided with 
impervious draius and receptacles for blood offal dung and other 
refuse. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

77. No person shall sell consign or expose for sale or supply for 
food any diseased animal or any meat therefrom. 

Any person having for sale any such animal or meat in his 
possession or under his control shall be deemed to be a person who 
exposes such animal or meat for sale. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

78. No person shall keep or expose for sale any food intended 
for human consumption which is diseased unsound unwholesome 
or otherwise unfit for human consumption. 
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No swine, &c.,. 
to be kept or 
dressed in 
butchers' shops. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.95. ' 

No swine to be 
kept at slaughter-
houses without 
permission. 
S.A. lb. s. 96. 

Permit. 
S.A. lb. s. 98. 

Slaughter- -
houses to be 
suitably 
constructed and 
paved. 
S.A. lb. s. 98. 

No diseased 
meat to be 
exposed for 
sale. 
S.A. lb. s. 109. 
Oompare Q. 48 
Vic. No. 17, 
s.94. 

Unwholesome 
provisions. 
S.A. lb.s. 110. 
Oompare Q. lb. 
s.94. ' 



Contamination 
of milk. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.l1I. 
Compare Q. 50 
Vie. No. 21, 
ss. 11,12. 

List of cmstome rs . 
to be furnished. 
S.A. lb. s. 112. 
Compare Q. 
lb. s. 12. 

No milk to be 
stored in ~Ieeping 
or dwelling 
place. 
S.A. lb. s. 113. 

HEAVfH-

On proof of the keeping or exposure for sale it shall be 
presumed that the food in question was intended for human con-
sumption unless the defendant shall prove the contrary. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

79. No person shall-
(a) Supply to any person the milk of any diseased animal 

or any animal suffering from ulcers or other diseases 
of the udder; 

(b) Mix any such milk with other milk intended for human 
consumption sale or for butter or cheese making; 

(c) Use any such milk for human consumption or for the 
food of swine or other animals unless such milk shall 
have been boiled for at least ten minutes provided 
the health authority has been notified of the intention 
to so use the milk; 

(d) Allow any person suffering from any infectious disease 
or who may be living in any house where any such 
disease exists to-

(i) Milk any cow; 
(ii) Handle any vessel for the reception of milk 

. intended for sale or for human consumption; 
(iii) Take part or assist in the business of dairy-

man cowkeeper or vendor of milk; or 
(iv) To be employed in a dairy. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 
It shall not be a defence to any prosecution under this section 

that the owner did not know that the animal was diseased or that 
the person was suffering from an infectious disease unless he shall 
aiso show that it was not practicable to discover the fact by the 
exercise of reasonable diligence: Provided in cases when proper 
isolation is secured the health authority may grant exemption from 
the operation of this section to anyone living in the house where 
any such· disease exists. . 

80. Every person on production of a certificate of the chairman 
of a Sanitary Board or of a health officer that the milk supplied 
by such person or from his dairy is suspected of causing disease 
shall furnish to the health authority a list of the names and 
addresses of his customers and a full statement of the names and 
residence of the persons from whom the milk is obtained. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

81. No person shall store keep or deposit any milk in any room 
used for sleeping or in any other place or mode likely to render 
such milk unwholesome. 
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82. All food products intended for human consumption in the 
Territory imported by land or sea shall be subject to examination 
by any inspector or analyst appointed by the Treasurer and if 
upon inspection or analysis such food products shall be found 
unfit for huma:n consumption the same shall be forfeited and 
destroyed or otherwise disposed of in such manner as the Treasurer 
may direct. . 

Penalty: Five pounds. 

83. Any health authority may by regulation (11) provide-
For the licensing of cowkeepers dairymen and vendors of 

milk; 

Examination of 
food products. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.114. 

Registration and 
licensing of 
dairies and 
regulations. 
S.A. lb. s. 115. 
Oompare Q. For the registration and inspection of dairies milkstores 50 Vic. No. 21, 

and milkshops; s. 13. 

For the inspection of dairy farms and grazing grounds; 
For the sanitary conditi~ns of cowyards cowsheds dairies 

ll}ilkstores milkshops and vessels used for milk; 
For preserving the health and good condition of cattle 

kept at any dairy; 
For prohibiting the sale of milk by other than licensed per-

sons and except from registered dairies milkstores 
and milkshops; 

Fc;>r prohibiti,ng the adulteration of milk; 
For temporarily prohibiting on the certificate of any Govern-

ment Medical Officer the sale of milk' from dairies 
where animals are diseased or supposed to be diseased 
or where persons are suffering or supposed to be 
suffering from an infectious disease or where there 
are reasonable grounds for suspecting that the milk 
supply from such dairies is causing the spread of 
infectious disease. 

Division 3.-01 Premises. 
84. Any health authority may by notice in writing declare that 

any building or any specified part thereof is unfit for human 
habitation. 

The notice may direct that such building or part thereof shall 
not after a time to be specified in such notice· be inhabited or 
occupied by any person. 

. The notice shall be affixed to some conspicuous part of the 
building. 

(11) No regulations have been published in Papua Govt. Gae. 
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Unlit for human 
habitation. 
S.A. lb. s. 116. 
Oompare Q. 48 
Vie. No. 17, 
s.77. 



Not to be let or 
occupied. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.117. 
Q. 48 Vic. 
No. 17, s. 78. 

Condemned 
building to be 
removed or 
amended. 
S.A. lb. s. 118. 
Compare Q. lb. 
s.77. 

Over-crowding. 
S.A. lb. s. 119. 
Q. lb. s. 71(5). 

All houses to 
have proper 
conveniences. 
S.A. lb. s. 120. 
Compare Q. lb. 
" •. 87, 38. 

No house to be 
erected on 
insanitary land. 
S.A. lb. s. 121. -

Prevention of 
mosquitoes, &e. 

Drains may be 
made on private 
or public 
property. 
B.A. lb. s. 122. 
Compare Q. 
lb. 8S. 26, 27. 

HEALTH-

85. No person after the expiration of the specified time. shall 
inhabit or occupy or suffer to be inhabited or occupied such 
building or part thereof. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

86. A notice may be served upon the owner of such building 
directing him to either amend the same in some specified manner 
or to take dOwn and remove the same. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

87. No person shall suffer any building or part thereof to be so 
over-crowded as to be or be likely to become injurious to health. 

. Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

88. All houses shall have in proper and convenient situations 
such closets and privies with such conveniences and of such size and 
so constructed as shall in the opinion of the health authority be 
necessary and sufficient. 

Penalty: -Ten pounds. 

89. The health authority may by no~ice prohibit the erection 
of any house or building on any land which in their opinion for 
sanitary reasons is unfit for human habitation until any sanitary 
defects existing in connection with such land have been removed 
to the satisfaction of the health authority. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

90.-(1.) No person shall-
(a) Allow any yard or premises owned or occupied by him 

within any district or anything placed or being 
thereon to be or likely to become in the opinion of 
the health authority a breeding place for mosquitoes; 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 
(b) Allow any rubbish or litter to collect or remain in any 

yard premises or place owned or occupied by him. 
Penalty: Five pounds. 

(2.) The provisions of this section shall apply only to the towns 
of Port Moresby and Samarai and to such districts or portions of 
districts as may be decided on by the Lieutenant-Governor(2) and 
notified in the G(Jzette. (12) 

91. Any health authority when necessary or expedient may 
enter iI).to and construct drains and other works upon any pub~ic 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordint>nce Interpretation -Ordint>nce, 1911·1940. 
(12) No notification has been published in Papul!. Go'Vt. Gaz. 
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or private land for the purposes of draining surface water from 
other lands. 

Where the land upon which such works are constructed is 
private property the health authority shall pay full compensation 
to .any person who shall sustain damage by reason of the exercise 
of the above power. Where the land is Crown or native owned 
land the health authority shall first obtain the consent of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. (2) . 

92 • .All houses hereafter to be erected or re-built in districts 
shall have such drains means of ventilation and sanitary require-
ments constructed of such materials and in such manner as the 
health authority may prescribe. 

Plans and specifications showing the proposed drains means of 
ventilation and sanitary arrangements must be submitted to and 
approved by the health authority before the occupation of any 
such house. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

92A. The owner or occupier of every building whether erected 
before or after the commencement of this Ordinance shall provide 
such building with such means for the catchment and storage of 
rain water as may be prescribed. (13) 

92B.The owner 01" occupier of any such building shall comply 
with the regulations made under the last preceding section hereof 
and if the occupier complies therewith he shall in the absence of 
any agreement to the contrary between them be entitled to recover 
from the owner the cost of such compliance. 

New houses to 
have proper 
drains. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
s.123. 
CompareQ. 
48 Vic. No. 17. 
s.28. 

Rain water 
storage. 
Insert.ed by 
No. 3 of 1914, 
8.,3. and Second 
Schedule. 

Compliance with 
regulations. 
Inserted by 
No. 12 of 1924, 
8.2. 

93. The owner or occupier of every building whether erected Factories to 
before or after the coming into operation of this Ordinance:- ~:::e~i~~~~s 

and to be 
(a) Which is used as a workshop or manufactory; or ventilated. 

(b) In which persons are employed or are intended to be . S.A. lb. s. 124. 
Compare Q. lb. 

employed in any trade or business; s.40. 

(c) Which is used as a school church theatre or hall capable 
of ordinarily accommodating a meeting or assembly 
of more than twenty persons; 

(i) Shall provide such building with· suitable 
accommodation in the way of urinals closets 
and privies. Where both sexes are employed 
separate accommodation shall be provided 
with separate approaches thereto; 

(2) S •• Section 19(2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911·1940. 
(13} See the aealth (Tank Accommodation) Rerrulatiom, 1924, printed on p. 2084. 
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Type of sanitary 
con veniences 
maybe 
p~escribed. 

Section 93A 
Inserted by 
No. 12 of 1920, 
8.2. 

Lodging house. 
Definition .. 
S.A. 711. 1898. 
s.125. 

Limit of number 
of "inmates. 
S.A. 1.1). s. 126. 
Compare Q. 48 
Vie. No. 17. 
8S. 69(1). (2). 
(3). 

Infectious 
diseases to be 
reported. 
S.A. lb. s. 127. 
Compare Q. 
lb. ss. 66. 69. , 

HEALTH-

(ii) Shall keep such building in a clean state and 
ventilate the same in such manner as to 
render harmless as far as practicable any 
impurities generated by the work carried-on 
therein. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

93A.-(1.) With respect to houses or buildings which are re-
ferred to in sections eighty-eight and ninety-three of this Ordinance 
whether erected before or after the coming into operation of this 
section and which are situated in a sanitary district the sanitary 
authority may make regulations (14) requiring the owners or 
occupiers thereof respectively to provide in proper and convenient 
situations urinals closets and privies of such number and of such 
types and size and of such construction as may be prescribed by 
the regulations. 

(2.) The owner or occupier of any such house or building shall 
comply with the regulations and if the occupier complies there-
with he shall in the absence of any agreement to the contrary 
between them be entitled to recover from the owner the cost of 
such compliance. 

94. Whenever any building or part thereof is let in lodgings or 
for the purpose of board and lodging the same shall be deemed 
to be a lodging house. 

95. The health authority may fix the number of persons who 
may occupy any lodging house and may by regulation provide for 
the registration and special inspection thereof. 

PART VIII.-INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 

96. Where any inmate of any building or part of a building is 
or is supposed to be suffering from any infectious disease unless 
such building is a public or licensed hospital into which persons 
suffering from infectious diseases are received-

(a) The head of the family; 
(b) On his default the nearest relative of such inmate 

present in the building or being in attendance on such 
inmate; 

(c) On default by such relative every person in charge or in 
attendance on such inmate; or 

(d) On default by any such persons the occupier or owner 
of the building; and in any case 

(e) Every medical practitioner attending on or called in 
to visit such inmate; 

(14) No regulations have been published in Papua Govt. Gaz. S'" however. footnote 
(20) printed on p. 2070. 
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shall so soon as he becomes aware that such inmate is suffering from 
any infectious disease report the same to the health authority who 
shall immediately report the same to the Chief Health Officer. 

Penalty: Five pounds. 

Provided that any person not being a person required to. make 
a report in the first instance but only in case of default by SOl;ne 
other person shall not be liable to any penalty if he prove that he 
had reasonable cause to suppose that the report had been duly 
made. 

The owner or occupie.r of every building used as a hospital 
shall as soon as he or his manager or superintendent becomes aware 
that an inmate is suffering from any infectious disease report the 
same to the health authority. 

97. If the health authority shall be of opinion that the cleansing 
or disinfection of any building or part thereof or any bedding 
clothes or other articles whatever would tend to prevent the spread 
of tuberculosis or any infectious disease the health authority may 
order and supervise the use of disinfectants and take such other 
sanitary precautions as it may deem necessary to cleanse or dis-
infect such building or part thereof and articles and for that pur-
pose may remove any such articles. 

Any expenses incurred by the health authority may be re· 
covered from the owner or occupier of such building or part 
thereof. 

98. If ai;- any time any legally qualified medical practitioner 
shall certify to the health authority that any person suffering from 
any infectious disease is residing in a building or part of a build-
ing used for the storage of milk or for the storage or manufacture 
of other article of human food and that there is reason to believe 
that such milk or other article of human food may be contami-
nated by such disease the health authority may order the owner 
or person in charge of such building to close the same until the 
health authority is assured that such. person has been removed 
from such building and that all necessary precautions have been 
taken to prevent such contamination. 

Any person neglecting to comply with such order shall be 
guilty of an' offence under this Ordinance. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

99. A~y health authority may-

Disinfection of 
buildings and 
articles. 
E . .A.. 711, 1898, 
s. 131. 
Q. 48 Vic. No. 17. 
ss. 98, 99 •. 

}1actories, &c., 
nay be closed. 
/LA. lb. s. 132. 

(a) Provide proper places apparatus 
disinfecting purposes; 

and attendance for Disinfecting 

(b) Disinfect any articles; 

2063 

. npparatus may 
be provided etc. 
H.A. lb. s. 133. 
Oompare Q. 
/b. s. 100. 



Exposure of 
infected person. 
S.A. 711, 1898, 
8.134. 
Q. 48 Vie. No. 
17, s. 104. 

Expenses of 
disinfection of 
conveyances. 
S.A. lb. s. 135. 
Q. lb. s. 104. 

Owner of 
conveyance to 
eive notice. 

, S.A. lb. s. 146. 
Oompare Q. lb. 
s.105. 

Disinfection of 
<conveyance. 
:S.A. Tb. s. 137. 

Children 
attending school. 
S.A. lb. s. 138. 

Letting infected 
buildings. 
S.A. lb. s. 139. 
Q. lb. s. 106. 

HEALTH--

(c) Make arrangements for disinfection with any hospital 
possessing disinfecting apparatus j. 

(d) Make arrangements with any laboratory for scientific 
examinations. 

100. No person knowing himself to be suffering from any in-
fectious disease or having so suffered not being sufficiently recovered 
to be fr~e from all risks of infecting others shall-

(a) Expose himself in any public place without taking 
reasonable precautions against spreading such disease; 

(b) Enter any place of common resort j 
(c) Enter any ship vessel railway carriage or public con-

veyance without previously notifying to the master 
conductor or person in charge the fact of such disease. 

Penalty: Five pounds. 

101. Any such person entering a public conveyance in breach 
of sub-section (c) of the last preceding section shall in addition to 
such penalty be liable to pay to the owner all loss and expense 
incurred in respect of the disinfection of such conveyance. 

102. Every owner or person in charge of any public conveyance 
having conveyed any person suffering or having so suffered not 
being sufficiently recovered from any infectious disease shall ·im-
mediately after he becomes aware of such fact give notice to the 
health authority of the district wherein he resides. 

Penalty: Five pounds. .. 

103. The health authority may disinfect such conveyance and 
may recover all expenses incurred from the owner. 

104. No person shall suffer allY child to attend school who is or 
f has been suffering or has been resident where any person is or has 
been suffering from any infectious disease unless and until he 
shall-

(a) Have had the clothes of such child properly disinfected; 
and 

(b) Have procured a certificate from some duly qualified' 
medical practitioner and (lU) there is no -risk of infec-
tion. -

Penalty: Five pounds. 

105. No person shall' knowingly let for hire any building or 
part of a building in which any person is or has been suffering 
from any infectious disease without having had such building or 

(l4A) The word "and" appeared in the original Ordinance. Semble, "that" was 
intended. 
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part thereof and all articles therein liable to retain infection dis-
infected in manner directed by a legally qualified medical prac-
titioner. 

For the purposes of this section the keeper of an inn shall be 
deemed to let for hire part of'a building to any person admitted as 
a guest. 

Penalty: Twenty poundS. 

106. Upon the receipt of a certificate in writing or by telegram 
from any chairman of a Sanitary Board or health officer or any 
legally qualified medical practitioner thfl't any infectious disease 
exists within a district' and that isolation is necessary to prevent 
the spreading thereof the Lieutenant-Governor (2) may authorise 
the health authority to stop all or any traffic and to limit ,and 
prevent the ingress and egress of any persons to or from any house 
or premises for such time and in such manner as the health 
authority may think necessary. 

Penalty: Twenty pounds. 

107. Any health authority may provide and maintain vehicles 
suitable for the conveyance of persons suffering from any in-
fectious disease and may convey any such person to a hospital' 
or other place free of charge. 

108. Where any suitable hospital quarantine station or place 
for the reception of the sick is provided within any district· or 
within a reasonable distance therefrom any person is suffering from 
any infectious disease and-

(a) Proper isolation is otherwise impracticable; or 
(b) Such person is lodged in a room occupied by others of 

more than one family or on board any ship or vessel 
or in a common lodging-house or in a boarding house; 

any health authority may on a certificate signed by any legally 
qualified medical practitioner and with the consent of the medical 
officer or such hospital quarantine station or place compulsorily 
remove any such person to such hospital quarantine station or 
place at the cost of the health authority. 

109. Any health authority may provide for the use of inhabit-
ants of the district temporary places for the reception of any person 
suffering from any infectious disease and for that purpose may-

(a) Build such places; 
(b) Arrange with any person for the reception of the 

suffering. 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordinarwe Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
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HEALTH-

110. Any expenses incurred by a health "authority in maintain-
ing any such person shall be deemed to be a debt due from such 
person to the health authority. 

111. Whenever any part of the Territory appears to be threat-
ened with or is affected by any formidable epidemic endemic or 
infectious disease the Lieutenant-Governor(2) may make regula-
tion~(15) for all or any of the following purposes:- . 

(a) For the speedy interment of the dead; 
(b) For house tQ, house visitation; 
(c) For compelling the reporting to the health authority 

of any case of epidemic endemic or infectious disease; 
(d) For the provision of medical aid and accommodation; 
(e) For the promotion of cleansing ventilation and disin-

fection; and 
(t) For guarding against the introduction and spread of 

disease; 
and may by Order in Council declare all or any of the regulations 
so made to be in force within the whole or any part or parts of 
the district of any health authority and to apply to any vessels 
whether on inland waters or on arms .or parts of the sea within 
the territorial jurisdiction of the Territory for the period in such 
Order mentioned; and may by any subsequent Order abridge or 
extend such period. 

PART IX.-INFECTED DISTRICTS. 

112.-(1.) The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may at any time by 
proclamation (16) declare that any part of the Territory in which 
he suspects that an infectious or contagious disease exists shall for 
a period to be fixed by such proclamation be an infected district 
within the meaning of this Part of this Ordinance. Every such 
proclamation shall come into force and take effect on the day 
fixed therein and shall as soon as possible after it has been made 
be published in the Gazette and thereafter in every Gazette pub-
lished whilst such proclamation remains in force. 

(2.) The revocation of a proclamation made under sub-section 
(1.) of this section shall be by proclamation and shall take effect 
either on the day of the making of Eu'ch revoking proclamation or 
on a future date to be therein specified. Every such last men-
tioned proclamation shall as soon as possible after it has been 
made be published in at least two consecutive issues of the Gazette. 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
(15) No regulations have been published.in Papua Govt. Gaz. 
(16) No proclamation has been published in Papua Gl>vt. Gaz. 
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113. No person shall leave an infected district unless he shall 
have first obtained the permission in writing of the Lieutenant-
Governor(2) or of some person empowered by him in that behalf. 
Any person who offends against the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and shall be liable on conviction 
to imprisonment with or without hard labour for any period not 
exceeding two years. 

114. Any person who shall unlawfully leave an infected district 
may be ordered either orally or in writing by any European Officer 
of the Government or by any other person authorized thereto by 
the Lieutenant-Governor-(2) 

(a) To go back into such infec~ed district; or 
(b) To go to and remain in some specified place for a speci-

fied period: Provided that such period may be 
extended by -subsequent orders of any person hereby 
authorized to make any such order in the first instance. 

Any person hereby authorized as aforesaid may arrest or cause 
to be arrested anY' person who shall refuse or neglect to obey any 
such order and may use such force as may seem necessary to com-
pel him to comply therewith. 

115. The person in charge of or controlling the movements of 
any vessel or boat on board of which there is any person who has 
left an infected district may be ordered either orally or in writing 
by any European Officer of the Government or other person author-
ized thereto by the Lieutenant-Governor(2) to take such vessel or 
boat to a specified place and there to keep it for a specified period 
which period may be extended by subsequent orders of any person 
hereby authorized to make any such order in the first instance. 
And any person so authorized may further order all persons who 
are then on board of such vessel or boat to remain thereon for a 
specified period or to go on shore at and to remain in some speci-
fied place for a specified period which periods may be extended by 
subsequent orders of any person authorized as aforesaid. During 
the said periods the said boat and the said specified place shall be 
an infected district within the meaning of this Part of this Or-
dinance and notification thereof shall be published in the Gazette. 
When such period shall have expired notice thereof shall be given 
as soon as possible thereafter in the Gazettel for at least two con-
secutive publications. 

116. No person outside an infected district unless he shall have 
first obtained in writing from the Lieutenant-Governor(2) or some 
person empowered thereto by him permission to do so shall-

(2) See Section 19(2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
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(a) Hold communication with any person who is within an 
infected district; 

(b) If he is in charge of or controlling the movements of any 
vessel or boat 

(i) anchor or cause to be anchored such vessel or 
boat nearer than a quarter of a mile to an 
infected district unless it is absolutely neces-
sary for the safety of such vessel or boat so 
to do; or 

(ii) take such vessel or boat nearer than a quarter 
of a mile to the shore of such district unless 
it is absolutely necessary for the safe navi-
gation of such vessel or boat so to do. 

117. Any person who offends against any of the provisions of 
either of the last two preceding sections shall be liable on summary , 
conviction to a penalty not exceeding One Hundred pounds and 
in default of payment of any such penalty of imprisonment with 
or without hard labour for any period not exceeding six months. 

118. When any person is arrested; for any offence against any 
of the provisions of this Part of this Ordinance he may in the 
first instance be kept in custody isolated from communication with 
other persons as far as practicable until it is ascertained whether 
he has or has not contracted an infectious or contagious dise'ase 
such as is mentioned in the proclamation declaring a portion of the 
Territory as aforesaid to be an infected district. And if it is 
found that he has contracted such disease he may be further 
kept in custody isolated from communication with other persons 
as far as practicable until there shall cease to be any danger of 
his communicating the same to any other person. 

119. The Lieutenant-Governor (2) may by any proclamation 
declaring an infected district or by any subsequent proclamation(17) 
declare that the provisions of this Part of this Ordinance shall not 
apply to certain persons or a certain class of persons specified in 
such proclamation and thereupon such provisions shall not apply 
to the persons or class of persons as specified. 

PART X.-VACCINATION. 

120. The 1;Jieutenant-Governor(2) may from time to time appoint 
one or more persons to be public vaccinators. Every Government 
Medical Officer shall by virtue of his office be a pu~lic vaccinator. 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
(17) No proclamation has been published in Papua God. Goz . 
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121. Every public vaccinator shall vaccinate every person who 
presents himself or any child who is presented by his parent or 
guardians to him for that purpose and after he has vaccinated him 
shall when such person presents himself or is presented as the case 
may be duly inspect him in order to ascertain whether he has been 
effectually vaccinated. 

122. The Lieutenant-Governor(2) or any Government Medical 
Officer may grant to any person whom he deems to be competent to 
perform the operation of vaccination and to determine whether a 
person has or has not been effectually vaccinated a certificate in the 
form of the Second Schedule hereto or to the like effect and the 
Lieutenant-Governor(2) may in his discretion at any time cancel the 
same . .Any person to whom such a certificate shall have been granted 
shall be deemed to be qualified and empowered to perform the 
operation of vaccination whilst such certificate remains uncancelled. 

No public vaccinator and no person qualified and empowered 
to vaccinate under the provisions of this section shall be entitled 
to charge for vaccinating or for services in connection therewith 
unless he shall first have obtained the permission in writing of the 
Lieutenant-Governor(2) so to do. But it shall not be obligatory 
upon any person qualified or empowered by certificate as aforesaid 
to vaccinate any person. 

123. Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall be deemed to 
preclude any legally qualified medical practitioner not in the service 
of the Government of the Territory from vaccinating any person or 
from accepting remuneration for doing so. 

124~ Every public vaccinator and every person qualified and 
empowered to vaccinate as aforesaid and every legally qualified 
medical practitioner shall keep a register in the form in the Third 
Schedule to this Ordinance and shall as soon as possible after he 
has vaccinated any person enter therein the particulars required 
under the said Schedule and he shall as soon as possible after the 
thirtieth day of June and the thirty-first day of December in each 
year prepare a transcript of all the entries made in his said register 
during the preceding six months and sign the same with his name 
and forward it to the Registrar-General. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

125. The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may by Order in Council (18) 

from time to time direct that certain persons or a certain class of 
persons or all persons living in a specified locality shall present 
themselves their children and wards to alllY person who under this 

(2) See Section 19(2) of the Ordinance Interpretation Ordinance, 1911·1940. 
(18) No Order in Council has been published in Papua Gor,. Gaz. 
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Ordinance IS entitled to vaccinate for the purpose of being vac-
cinated if the latter shall deem it necessary and it shall thereupon 
become the duty of every such person to submit himself his children 
and wards without delay to be vaccinated and after vaccination to 
be inspected by any person entitled to vaccinate as· aforesaid as 
uften as he may require them so to be. 

Penalty: Ten pounds. 

PART XL-REGULATIONS. 

126. The Lieutenant-Govern?r in Council (~) may make-
(a) Model regulations (19) for the guidance of health authori-

ties in the execution of this Ordinance; 
(b) All such regulations(20) as a health authority is by this 

Ordinance authorised ,to make. 

127. Every health authority-
(a) May and when expressly directed by the Lieutenant-

Governor(2) shall adopt the model regulations made 
by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. (2) 

(b) And may make all such regulations(21) not being repug-
nant to the said model regulations if adopted by it 
as it may deem useful or necessary for properly 
carrying into effect the provisions of this Ordinance 
within its districL 

128. Any regulation may be made to apply only to particular 
districts or to particular parts of a district. 

129. In all cases not otherwise provided for any regulation may 
impose any penalty not exceeding Twenty pounds for any breach 
or non-observance of the same or in the case of a continuing breach 
not exceeding Two pounds for each day that the breach is continued. 

130. All regulations made by a health authority shall before 
being laid before the Legislative Council be submitted to the 
Chief Health Officer and by him to the Lieutenant-Governor (2) 

for approval. 

(2) See Section 19 (2) of the Ordi1U2n(Je Interpretation Ordinance, 1911·1940. 
(19) No model regulations have been published in PapuaGO'1Jt. Gaz. 
(20) See the -

Health (Port Moresby Sa.nita,ry) Regulations, 1922, printed' on p. 2075; 
Health (Port Moresby Sanitary) Regulations, 1940, printed on p. 2080; 
Heo,uh (Port Moresby Sa,nitary-Septic TankB) Re·gulations, 1941, printed 

on p. 2082; 
Health (Tank Accommodation) Regulations, 1924, printed on 1'. 2084; 
Health (Sa'lfUkrai Sanitary) Regulati.o,ns, 1925, printed on p. 2087. 
Health Regulations No. 3. (made under the repealed The Health Act of 1884 

(Queensland, adopted) and continued in force by the present Section 3), 
printed on p. 2093. 

(21) No regUlations made by a health authority have been published in Papua 
Govt. Guz. For the power of the Lieutenant·Governo,; to make such regulations as a 
Health Authority may make, Bee Section 126 and footnote (20), above. 
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1.31. The Gazette .containing any regulations shall be conclusive 
evidence of the due making thereof. ' 

PART XII.-MISCELLANEOUS. 

132. No health authority except in cases of grave emergency 
(which it shall immediately report to the Chief Health Officer) 
shall incur any expense unless-

(a) The recoupment thereof by some person is provided for 
in this Ordinance; or 

(b) The Treasurer or the health authority has in hand 
sufficient funds properly and specially applicable to 
the payment thereof; or 

(c) The sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor(2) for incurring 
such expense has been first obtained. 

133. The Lieutenant-Governor(2) may allow any health authority 
the services of such Government officers labourers and prisoners 
for the due execution of this Ordinance and the several matters 
therein provided for upon such terms and conditions as the Lieu-
tenant-Govt)rnor(2) may think fit to impose. 

134. The Lieutenant-Governor (2) may from time to time by 
Order in Council (22) declare the place where and the person to 
whom all or any moneys (except fines) payable by any person 
under this Ordinance shall be paid. 

1.35.-(1.) An account or notice to pay shall be given by or on 
behalf of any health authority to any person liable to pay any 
money (except fines) under this Ordinance and the same shall 
contain a notification there on or therein as to the place where or 
the person to whom the money referred to therein'must be paid. 

(2.) All such moneys shall be paid within one week after an 
account there for or a notice to pay the same specifying the place 
where a person to whom they are to be paid has been given to 
the person by whom they are payable or left at or sent by post 
addressed to his last known place of residence in the Territory. 

(3.) If default shall be made in payment thereof the same may 
on complaint of the health authority or of an inspector on its 
behalf be recovered in a summary manner under the provisions 
of any Ordinance in force for the time being relating to summary 
proceedings before Justices of the Peace. 

(2) See Section 19(2) of the Ordina,nce Interpretation Ordinance, 1911-1940. 
(22) By notice dated 12.4.1916 and publisbed in Papua Govt. Gaz. of 5.7.1916, 

the Administrator directed "that all moneys for sanitary fees for th~ Samarai Sanitary 
District, payable nnder the Health Ordina,nce, 1912, shall be paid to tbe Sanitary 
Inspector of Samarai Sanitary District at his office." Pursuant to Section 34, the 
Lieutenant-Governor by Order in Council dated 10.8.1925 and published in Papua 
Govt. Gaz. of 2.9.1925 ordered "that the Sub-Treasury, Samarai, be the place at 
which moneys due for Sanitary Services rendered are to be paid, and that the 
Receiver of Public Moneys, Sub-Treasury, Samarai, be the Officer to whom such 
payments are to be made." 
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136. Every health authority shall during the first week in each 
month furnish written statements of account in duplicate of the 
preceding month in such form and containing such particulars as 
the Treasurer may from time to time require. 

1.37. To secure the due execution of this Ordinance all persons 
failing to do any Clct directed to be done or doing any act forbidden 
to be done by any provision or by any part of any provision of 
this Ordinance or by any Order in Council or regulation or by 
any notice or order of the Chief Health Officer or of any health 
authority or any notice of any officer or order of Court shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall be liable-

(a) To any sum not exceeding the particular penalty 
specified in or at the foot of any such provision 
or regulation or in or at the foot of the particular 
provision under which any such notice or order is 
given or made; 

(b) If there be no specified penalty then in the case of a 
breach-

(i) Of a provision of this Ordinance to a penalty 
not exceeding Fifty· pounds; or 

(ii) Of any Order in Council regulation notice or 
order to a penalty not exceeding Twenty 
pounds. 

138. All complaints shall be heard and determined and all 
moneys costs and expenses shall be recovered in a summary way 
before a magistrate or any two or more justices. 

1,39. All complaints and legal proceedings by or against the 
Chief Health Officer or any health authority may be preferred 
prosecuted or defended in the name of such Chief Health Officer 
or health authority respectively. 

140. Except where otherwise provided no proceedings shall be 
instituted under this Ordinance except by or on behalf or with the 
authority of the Chief Health Officer or of the health authority. 
Such authority may be either general or particular and may be 
proved by the production of the authority in writing under the 
hand of the Chief Health Officer health officer or chairman of a 
Sanitary Board as the case may be or a copy of a resolution of a 
Sanitary Board under the hand of the chairman or secretary. 

141. It shall not be necessary in any legal proceedings to prove 
the existence constitution or appointment of the Chief Health 
Officer or any health authority or of any chairman officer or 
member thereof. 
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142. A certificate under the hand of any person appearing to 
be the Chief Health Officer or health officer or the chairman or 
secretary of a Sanitary Board or the oath of any officer shall be 
sufficient evidence of-

(a) The boundaries of any district; 
(b) The appointment of any officer; 

until the contrary be proved and any notice thereof in the Gazette 
shall be conclusive evidence. 

143. Every document required to be made or authenticated by 
any Chief Health Officer or health authority shall (unless otherwise 
provided) be sufficiently authenticated if appearing to be signed by 
such Chief Health Officer or any member of a Sanitary Board. 

144. Any document required to be served may be served by 
posting the same in an envelope addressed to the person for whom 
it is intended at his last known or most usual place of abode or 
business in the Territory or by delivering the same to such person 
or at such place. 

In the case of unoccupied land or premises it shall be sufficient 
to affix any necessary notice on some conspicuous part of the land 
or premises. 

Any notice consent permission or licence by this Ordinance 
required to be given or obtained shall be in writing. 

Any document posted pursuant to this section shall be deemed 
to· have been duly served at the time when in the ordinary course 
of post it would have. arrived at its address. 

145. Whenever any person shall fail to perform any duty cast 
upon him by this Ordinance or fail to comply with any order or 
notice the health authority may perform such duty or carry out 
the terms of such order or notice and recover all expenses from the 
person in default. 

146. No Chief Health Officer or health authority shall except 
where otherwise expressly provided be liable for anything in good 
faith done or caused or omitted to be d'one by it in carrying out the 
provisions of this Ordinance and every person acting under the 
authority' of any Chief Health; Officer or health authority shall be 
indemnified by such Chief Health Officer or health authority for 
all liability in: so acting. 
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147. Every legal proceeding against any such person or against· Action against 
authority to be any Chief Health Officer health authority or person in good faith commenced 

acting or intending to act under this Ordinance on account of :~!~hS~WO 
anything done or omitted to be done shall be commenced within S.A. lb. s. 171. 
six months after the cause of action shall have arisen and not Compare Q. lb. 
f B.137. 

a terwards: 
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148. No member of a Sanitary Board or officer of any health 
authority-

(a) Shall be directly or indirectly interested in any bargain 
.or contract entered into by such Board or· health 
authority; 

(b) Shall exact take or accept any fee or reward whatsoever 
other than his proper remuneration. 

Penalty: Fifty pounds. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 

Reference to Title or Short Title. Extent of Repeal. Enactment. 

48 Vie. No. 17 The Health Act of 1884 The whole. 
( Queensland adopted)· 

50 Vie. No. 21 The Health Act Amendment The whole. 
( Queensland adopted) Act of 1886 

53 Vic. No. 6 The Health Act Amendment The whole. 
( Queensland adopted) Act of 1889 

54 Vie. No. 19 The Health Act Amendment The whole. 
( Queensland adopted) Act of 1890 

The Public Health Ordinance The whole. 
10 of 1898 of 1898 

The Health Ordinance of The whole. 
9 of 1900 1900 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 
. I by virtue of the powers conferred upon me by the 

in the Territory Health Ordinance, 1912 do hereby appoint 
of Papua a Vaccinator under the sai.d Ordinance. 

Dated at this day of 19 

THIRD SCHEDULE. 
Register of Vaccinations under the Health Ordinance, 1912. 

Age or Town Name of Name of Date of Name of person supposed viIIage or father or mother of vaccination vaccinated. age of district of guardian of person operation. person person person vaccinated. vaccinated. vaccinated. vaccinated. 

-
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