
/' NEW HEBRIDES CONDOMINIUM 

JOINT REGULATION No. 10 of 1980 

To provide, for States of Public Emergency. 

Made by the Resident Commissioners undel- dele~iated authority from the High 
Commissioners and in accordan~e with Article 24 of the Schedule to the 
Exchange of Notes of 1S'th Se'ptember 1977' as amended. 

Interpretation. 

Declaration 
of Statel:tif 
Emergenciy. 

Powers':of 
Resident 
Commissioners. 

1. In.this R~gvlation unless the context other­
wise requir~s ';:-

"Chief Minister" includes any person acting 
under hls exp~ess or implied authority ; 

"Resldent. Commissioners" include any persons 
acting unde~ their express or implied authority. 

2.(1)The fle8ident~Oommissioners may, when they 
consider that there is a serious and present threat 
to the proper functioning of Government, or to the 
integri tv' of ;the country, after informing the Chief 
Minister, declare that a State of Public Emergency 
exists in the New~~ebrides or any port thereof~ 

(2)A,State of Public Emergency shall cease to 
have effect when it is revoked in the same manner 
as it'is declared • 

. -
3. During a State of Public Emergency the 
Resident Commissioners may by joint decision :-

(a) orde~ the detention of any persons 
.fo~'a period not exceeding 10 days. 
At the end of that ~riod the person 
dotained~must be released or brought 
before a"magistrate to be charged; I. 

(b) restrict the movement af any persons) 
any class of persons or persons 

:' generally ; 

(c) forbid' 'the sale, purchase, carrying 
or usc of rixplosives or ammunition, 
firearmsiby aoy persons or:cl~~~,:of 

. :person;3 whether or not they have, . 
. ! permits"ynder the law for ~~ch: ':. 
. purpms8s.jeXcept such persons as may 

"' .. -·-be~e~~mp:t;ed -T ---. ----.-- ---, 

(d) seize, confiscate or temporarily 
take p08ses8ipn of any explosives, 
firearms or ammunition; 
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(e) requisition in order to ensure 
the proper functioning of Government, 
any--land,-buildings, or means of 
transport, either by sea, air or on 
land, spy fuel or means of production 
of energy ;' 

(f) prohibit without limitation of time 
any sales and any mov'emen'ts of 
alcotiol1p d,rinks ,; , 

(g) control and if necessary censor or 
p~ohibit ~ll ~eans of commun~cation 

-:whether by wJ:l-iting or spee'ch, end 
jam any radio broadcosts ; 

(h) place under house arrest any persons 
whose activities are considered 
dangerous to public order or 0 threat 
to the proper functioning of Government 

(i) restrict to ony part of the New.Hebrides 
any persons seeking to impede:in any 
monnerwhateVer, the proper furyctioning 
of Government:; '. 

expelimme~totely from the New Hebrides 
Ejny persons whose entry into the NlI!w 
Hebrides i~ subject to the provisions 
of the Joint Immigration Regulation, 
'No~ 18 of'1971 and whose activities are 
considered dangerous to public order 
or a threat to the proper functioning 
of Government ;' 

(k) order the closure of any cinemos or 
theatres ; 

(1) forbid the holding of any 

(i) public meatings or 
demonstrations, 

(ii) private meetings or 
more than 6 persons 
without a permit. 

The Resident Commissioners may request or 
require the Chief Minister to take any measure 
in connection with the Public Service which they 
consider necessary to maintain or re-establish 
public order. 
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5.' ,The powers specified ~n subsections (e), (f), 
(g), (h), (1), (j), (k) or soctions 3 and in section 
4 may be 8xercisod in any port of th8 New Hebrides 
provided that they ore exercised for the purpose of 
dealing ,with the StatE of Emergency whether for the 
whole or ony ,part or .parts of the New Hebrides. 

6. Any person who is aggrieved by any Decision 
modQ .under the provisions of sections 3 or 4 may 
appeol to the 'Supreme Courto 'Such on oppeal sholl 
not operate []S 0 stay of c:;xecution of the DDcision. 
The Supreme Court sholl decide os n matter or urgency 
whether the Decision is reasonable and necessary in 
the prevailing circumstances. 

7. (1) The Resident CommissionDrs may ofter 
consultation ~iththe Council of Ministers oither 
during an~ for 6 particular State of Public Emergency 
or for the StntDs of Public EmergDncy generally make 
Joint, Orders for dealing with the Stato of 8ublic 
Emergenqy or States of Public EmDrgency • 

. (2) ElrdGrs 'modo purslJant to subsection (1) 
may provide for -

(0) 

(b) 

( c) 

thebett~r carrying out of any of 
the matters specified in sections 

.3 and 4 ; 

tho Dxercise of powers of arrest 
by CJny.persons ; 

the e~erciso of any other powers 
by specified per~cr~ or officers 

(d) octivities that may be rostricted 
or forbidden or allowed only on 
the grant of 0 permit 

(e)thD commandbering for public usc 
of any property including buildings, 
motmr vehicles, aircroft, boots or 
ships ; 

(f) thu closing of public ploce~, streets, 
roads or h!ghwoys ; . 

(g) the taking over of the management 
or control of public utilities 

(h) "the use. of weapons OJ:' force ; 

(i) tho mcrui tment of temporary poli ce 
-eithcr .. -from pErsons in_the __ omploy::: 
mont of the Gov8rnmont or other 
persons and ~hD Dxc~cise of police 
powers and functions by such persons 
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nny 'o,thC'r motters thot sholl be 
ne,cessa!'y for-:.de~Ung effectively 
with a 'State of Public Emergency. 

8. Where this Regulation or any Orders made',here­
under conflict with ony other Regulotion this Regulation 
or the Orders sholl prevail. 

9. (1) Any person who'-

(0) contravenes the provisions of 
this Regulation or ony Order 
modu hereu~der ;' 

(b) disobeys ony lawful order made 
under pOlders given by this 
Regulation or an Order made 
hereunder 

(c) obstructs or di~dbeys any person 
acting under the authority of 
this Regulation or any Orders 
mode hereund~~; 

(d) wilfully omits to do anything 
he has a,duty to do under this 
Regulotion or any Orders mode 
hereunder, 

commits an offence ond sholl be liable 
on conviction to imprisonment not 
exceeding 5 years or to a fine not 
exceeding FNH 75,000 or to both such 
fine end imprisonment. 

(2) In addition to any penolty thot may 
be imposed in occordonce with subsection (1) the 

17 property of a person convicted of on offence under 
t.e£ecc SUbsection (1) ~ for the commission of such 

. offenc~ moy be confiscoted by order of the court, 
sold ond the proceeds paid into the Revenue Fund. 

10. This Regulation may be cited as the States 
of Public Emergency Regulntion 1980 ond shall come 
intQ operation on the dote of signature. 

ENACTED at Vila this 12th day of June 1980. 

"j • 

Delegate Extrnordinary 
for the French Republic 
in the New'Habride's. ' 

Her Britannic Majesty's 
Residant Commissioner. 

1I.J. ROBERT A.C. STUART 


