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Sir, l

I have the honour to submit my report on the proceedings of

the Wative Lends Commiscion in the province of Colo West.

2. The opening sitting was held at Mavua, the chiefl village of :
the district of Mavua, on 9th Augusts 1912, This was merely a formal
meeting at which all the Bulis of the province and of the districts
contiguous to Colo Yest attended and reported the action taken by them on
receipt of their summonses. The proceedings were then adjourned to 1

| MNalebaleba, some ten miles further up the Sigatoka River, where some days
were spent in ascertaining the principal divisions of the people, and the
namas and domiclles of the leading yavusa.

I. The Constitution of Mative Communities,

E x
3. Eﬂs it is impossible to avold the constant use of the Fijian

terms denoting tribal divisions and confederations, it 1s necessary that
they be described at some lenath. ) ;

4, A yavusa consists of the direct agnate descehdants of a single
"Kalou~-vu® or ancestor god, and every yavusa in Colo West traces its
origin in this wav. In almost every case tradition has 1t that this
"kalou-vu' originated from the Kauvadra Range; the home of Degel, and he
was presumably a descendant of that legendary founder of the Fijian race.
Fach "god" appears to have been accompanied by sundry female relations
and the traditions as related to the Commission contain clrcumstantial
details as 1o the journeyings of the "god” and the places which at nights
were passed before he- finally settled at scme spot which was his choice of
a home and there took to wife a woman of some neighbouring yavusa, and
founded & fawily. If only one son was born the yavusa of necessity did
not expand: the first family of two or more brothers, whether sons or. i
later descendants of the original founder, gave rise to the-divisions
known as mataguall, the descendants of each son founding a sepavate
matagualis  In 3 similar manner the first family of sons in each mataguali
founded the various teokatoka. In some cases where certain tokatoka became
very populous they again threw out subsidiary branches, but the latter do
not alwavs form separate land-owning units.

8. The founder of a vavusa was invariably deified after death,
and worshipped by his descendants as a gods A "burekalou" or temnle was
erected as bis shrine, and a tokatoka of Junior mataguali became the
herveditary priests. Bach.too, was believed to inhablt the body of some
living creature which was. then "Tabu" to sll the tribe. The cholces of
habitation were curious and varied - sharks, eels, rals, snakes, hawks
snd kingfishers being the most common. N

% .. 6. The members of an original yavusa in its integrity were united
- by the tie of common blood and common worship, but in the inevitable ware
and dissensions which took place subsequently complications arose by which
some vavusz pecana broken and scaltiered and others became strengthened by
the admission of other parties. There are cases in which a2 mataquali or
even a smell section of people, have either by cheice or necessity, become
“ separated ¥from its orisinal yavusa and discarded its own god in favour of
the god of its adoption, has continued fo live with that yavuss and has
been a2llotted definite wortions of Jand. In some cases the leader of the
new arrivals, oresumably when pessessinag some extraordinary personal '
qualities, was accepted by the adopting vavusa as its chief and the =7
position has been held by his family ever since. o
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7. There are instances in which fraaments of a mataguall have
found theix way to places remote from their original heme and have there
founded entirely fresh vavusa. & consplcuous example of this occurs in
the case of the kai lorolevu, the chief yavusa of Serua, of which their
Yunivaiu is the head. These people were originally a fragment of the
Noikoro vavusa, from the heart of Colo West, which fought 1ts way down
to the coast and attained its present position through its prowess in war.

8. The ane of the vaviusa in Colo West sesms to be about sight
generations, thet is to sav most of them c¢laim to be able to trace their
origin back to their original kalou-vu, and most of these pedigrees
consist of about eight generations ending in the senicr iiving member.
Many of these pedioress give one the impression of being quite genuine,
but in a few cases 1t is to be feared that invention has freely \
stioplemented tradition. | :

9. . In the course of time, when the country becomes to be moxe
closely populated, strugales for territory and other fighting took place,
and while on the one hand many vavusa became broken and scaltered thers i
arose on the other hand confederations whereby several yavusa, or what

Cremained of them, united together for mutuzl protection under a selected

"chief, Such a confederation was known as a "vanua".

10. In other parts of Fiji there were further confederations in
which several."vanua" united under a powexrful chief to form a "matanitu”,
such as RBau, Rewa, Cakaudrove, Zua and others, but this stage was never
reached in Colo frest. :

I1L. - The subjoitted diacram shows the whole position at a glances-
Vanua '
Yavusa Yavusa Yavusa ;
liataquali Mataquall iataguall
| !
Tekatoka Tokatoka Tokatoka i
(Bito) + {Bito) A{PRito)

The members of a mataguali, and similarly of a tokatoka, are of common
blood, and this also applies in ordinary circumstances to & yavusa. "Vanua"
and “matanitu" are the result of amalaamatlons and represent the major and
minor confederations. A tokaltoka is khnown in Colo West as a "bito"

17. ‘The province of Colo West consists chiefly of a number of
independent-yavusa. Therce were certain confederations, notably Nalcto,
Magodro, Moikoro, Masikawa, "abhal and Nabua. There was also at one time
a very powerful fighting confederation known as the "Davutukia", but it
became broken up through internal dissension and is now scatiered through
the districts of Bemana, Koroinasau and Korolevuiwai.

IJi. Local Tonditions. ™

13. ‘One of the most striking features in the communal system of
‘Tole West is the absence of chiefly customs, and the charactsr and manners
of these people at the present time indicate great independence of will
and impatience of control. They. seem to have never rendered to theix
chiefs the dbedience, deference and respect that is so marked in other
provinces. There are numerous instances of the hereditary chief vacating
his pesition in favour of a more efficient warriorsy and while that is
rerhaps inevitable where tribes had to fight for thelr existence, it
appears frem the general history of the tribes that the chiefly position
was almost nominal in times of peace. The pople seemed to do ndthing for
their chiefs except when definitely ordered, and the orders had to be
ziven with discretion. There was no "sevu" or presentation of the first
fruits of the season, no “"tama®” or respectful greeting, no "velbuli" or
ceremonious installation of a chief, no clapping of hands on touching.
the chief, {e.g. after shaking hands), or on his finishing 2 meal. In
fact the chief appears to have been of little consequence except In actual
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time of war, and the Commission could find no hereditary or customary fi
titles or offices in the whole province which carry any speelial privileges i
in respect of land. ‘"hen the leaders of thé existing confederations were I
asked to define the richts or privileges that they could exercise over i
the lands of subject matagualil, all except one admitted at once that they T
had no rights over the soil, and that all they had ever been able to -~ '
~demand consisted in contributions of food and the personal labour of K
their people. The only claim to riohts over land was made by the chief i

of Moikoro. He claimed no special rights over the "Vahuatu" or hereditary ;
lands ¢f his peonle, but only over those which were acquired by conguest, Q
and bis ciaim was admitted. Fven then when the claim came forward in i
concrete form he merely claimed a single plece of land as an appanage of !
his position.

14. The proprietary unit in the inland distrlcts is the matacuali,
but in the caseo f the now scattered Davutukia people, the unit of ;
coimmunal ownershin is the "bite". There are a few special instances of
family ownership. :

15, There is no custom of personal adoption in Colo West, and
person can become a member of a mataguali other than that to which he
belongs by birth. All children belong to the father's mataguali, and
this even applies to illegitimate children where the father is known,and
there was no case of a child whose father was not known.

16. The custom of succession is that which is falrly general in
Fiji, and in view nf the communal nature of all rights apnlies only te
osition, namely, that of head of a tribe or head of a family. If such
a person dies leavine brothers, the position isheld by each of the
surviving brothers in turn, in order of seniority, and on the decease of

the last brother reverts to the senior male in the succeeding generation ~
that is, the eldest son of the eldest brother, if there is one. The
custom is undoubltedly well suited to bhavbaric tribes dependent for their
existence on their efficiency as a Fighting body, for it aims at having
the ripest experience at its head. The custom was, however, frequently
varied, as I have stated above, and a weak man replaced by one of more
forceful character,

3

17.  #hile the normal oroovxpiavy unit is the mataguall; or bito, :
a2s the case may be, there are manvy instances in which propristary uniis
have become broken un throtsh intarnal guarrels, or flight from victorious
enemies, and have thereafter occupied separate land, and have become ;
separate proprietery unﬁtsq and have no further claim upon the lands they i
abandoned. Such a position was an inevitable consequence of the latent
hostility which apnears to have alwavs existed between the various
communities,; whether independent vavusa or confederations. Every man and
every commmity owed a definite alleciance to some minor chief, and every |
minor chief in turn owad alleniance te a chief of a yavusa, and in the case

1
|

e YA Ty

LA }

of confederations the chief of the "vanau" exercised z certain amount of
control over all. Any community or party which left the lands-on which
it was living and settled on land outside the sphere of influence of his i
chief could do only one of two things: it must either set up as an i
independent community prepared to defend itself against all comers jor .
it must be taken in by the community on whose land *it settled and render 7§
alleglance to its chief, %o man could est his bread in two kingdoms. -
Thus where that which was once a single proprietary unit had been broken
up by internal dissension or scatiered by its conguerors, each fragment i
that left its land and settled elsewhere became a separate proprietary
unit owing a separate alleciance, and its rights in the land from which
it had migrated disarmeared with the breaking off of its relations with
the chief whe ruled over it.

i2. There is no individual ownership of land in Colo Mest in the
European sense of the word. ALYl ownership is corporate. . Each family
Pnuwn its own planting ground, and when a man clears a piece of virgin i)
land and plants uoon it he has the right to the sole wsufruct of it .
thereafter, but he can transfer that right at any iime, but only to 'y
another member of the propriefary unit, He does not own the soil, but
merely the planting right, and that descends %o his helrs or, failing
issue, reverts to the proprietary unit. " ,
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19, Tha only reccanized circumstances in which triba® lands
were alienated in times of peace were cases in which a wandering tribe or
part was taken {presumably as a prospective ally), and those in which lands
were given as a marriage settlement. The latter was rare, and was confined .
to chiefly marriages which probably had considerable political significance |
In such cases the bride's tribe gave a piece of land as her “lewe ni
keteketa" {]iterally econtente of the basket®) that is to say as part of
het loggage, and such land was said to be "carried" to her hushand, and
became the property of the issue of the warriage and thelr agnate
descendants.

‘

20. In times of war and conouest land was at the disposal of the
conquering chief, but in Tnle Yest hut Iittle occupation of conguered
territory seems o have taken place except in the district of Moikoro
where Cusidrada, a great fiohiing chief, drove many yavusa out of the
district and divided the land amonust his own people giving special
portions to his eight sons and thelr descendants,

21. He could find no instances of land having been disposed of
at any time by the "tatau ni mate” or "wilil" of a dying man. All Witnesses
agreed that the "tatesu ni mate” related only to personal chattels and a
general direction to his family to look afier his planting lands, and
that no-one could alienate anv land in such a mannexr.

22. Women in Cele w2t do not ir any case own sepavate wights
in land except where tThey are the only survivors of a decadent proprietary
unit. They are as a aeneral rule dependent on thelr male relations, in
fact, the positiocn 2f most wom=n in Zolo West seems to be little better
than that of servants,

rIir, rocedura.

23, Tn investigating native land claims the key to the whole
situation lies in the classification of the claimant communities, and
this has proved in & lewxae number of cases & most difficult matter. Once
the claimants have heen classified, and the varicus yavusa, mataguall,
and Tokatoka set cut in evder and their orinin and bistory obtainod
without difficulty and the dispules are easy to settle. The conspiracies
and perjury which stand revealed from time te time are just appalling.
The usual plan of the natives seems to be fo hold meetings when the
Zommission 1s about to daal with thelr lands, at which they arranne what
is to be teold to the Tommission and what is to be concealed. A favourite
device is to arranme to concesl the existence of any prosrietary units
that appear fto ke likelv %o become extinct, and distribute the members i
among other units and than "oool' the land inte one block. This of :
course 1s done with the cole ohiect of aveiding reversion to the Grown of
the lands of decadent units. ‘“lach witness in such cases comes forward
with a carefully prepared story, which he repeats like a schoolboy, and
when cross-examined resorits to either sullen silence or a dogged and
absurd denial of knowledoe of any facts bevond those in the oridinal
{prepared) statement. Occasicnally when an old man begins to answer the
questions and give intercsting information thers will be angry coughs
and similar signals frow his party, which usually have the effect of
silencing him.

. N i

24, dhen these tactics are emploved it is a sure sign that
there is some thinag being concealed, and 3t usually turns out that either
some reduced propriefary unit is being supopressed, or that the people '
are claimino land which is rroperly Crown Land. “here natives have for
-.years been drawing the rents of lands which they knew perfectly well are
not theirs, it is conlvy himan nature to dislike imvestigations which
;reveal unpleasant fruths, and it is for this reason that we experience so
‘much difficulty. It must not be supposed that the natives welcome the
Commissicn. They know that thev have much to lose and nothing to gain
1f the truth comes out and thev rasort to evervy peossible means to
conceal the truth. The circumstances in which natives ask for the
Commission are those in which there s an acute dispute belween native
claimants. Such disputes are the exceptions, and not the rule, for
natives know their plantine lends too well to disnute over them. Dis-
nutes are freouently over lands which do not rightly beiong to elther
narty, and each asks for a settlement on the chance of making a gain.
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N The system of enumoration adopted by the Commissdon has proved
very effective, and the oross references by numhers to the relations of
each person have proved to be of areat value in checking frauds., In
this way have been revealed several cases of persons attempting to
register in fwo differvent mataguali, and in many instances the identity
of separate udits, whose axistence had besn concealed. has been
discovered throngh the cross e ences. For instance, a person may he
represented to be a2 mevbher of some matacmali other than that to which he
really belonas., Mis «ife may bzlone to ancther district. "hen the
Tomission subseouentiv reaches That district and the wife is reuistered
in her own matacuall, and Incuirv ic made as to the identity of her
husband, her relations, net havine been notifisd to assist in the fraud,
oive the neme of hic true mataouvall., The matier is then taken up again
bv the Tommission, and the concealed metacuall identified and classified.
This has haphened many times, and the Commission has thus discovered a
lardge mmber of reduced ftrihes whose axistence had been studiously
concealed from previcus Uommissioners.

26. Tha work of the Tommission in Tolo West occupied from 9th
august to the 20th “lovenber 1912, 5ittines were held at Bukuya (for
“aloto and Macodro distrlcts), Vatubalavu (for Moikoro dlstricts) and
Vatukarasa (for Conus, Bermana, Foroinasau and ¥orolevuiwai disiricts).
111 sittinas were attended by Ratu 3imlone Duorutalo, whe had been
selected by the Provincial Council o act as Assessor. Mr. Boyd was
racalled for other special duty on August 12%h, and returned only in
time fo bhe present at the sitfinos held at Vatukarasa. Furthex
ingiiries were held at Mavua in av last relatina to Moikoro and Yaloto

Aistricts.

27. The classification of the tribes and their component parts
in Aprendix A, Hearly 400 separate parcels of land were
i

]
will be found i
defined and their ownershin decided. I om glad te be able to report
i

thet every decicion of the CTommission was unanimous.
V. Tlands of Vacant Cwnarshin.

28, There are several narcels of land In respect of which no
native claim was confirmed by the Tommission. In some cases the land
proved to ba the nronerty of nroorietsry units which have become extinct
in recent years, in other cases the position as shown in the evidence
indicated that the land as of vacant ownership at the time of Cession,
and I may here state that the Tommission regards the position at the
time of Cessicn as the basis of all native titles. These lsnds are
nresumably at the disposal of the Crown, but the Commission can only
declare that thev have been the property of a community recently
extinct, or that they are vacant lands, as the case may be.

29, A conspicuous instance of vacant land was found in the case
of Malote district. Tt appears that some years prior to Cession the
whole of the tribes in Maloto were driven ocut of their land by other
tribes, chiefly people from HManodro and Moikoro, and fled to various
villages in Lualivalatina. Talter on, during the Cakobau regime, the
rrualivalatine people were attacked by the party which went into the
mountains to avenae the murder of “urgpeans on the Ba River. Those of
the wualiyalatina people who were not killed were taken prisoners and
kept at the vilage of Masolo in Pa. The survivers of the Naloto
refucees were alse . .treated in ihe same manner. At the same time the
fiagodro people were attacked and men killed. and the survivors werse

)

- taken as prisoners to the island of Koro. At the time of Cessien the

wnaliyalatina people (Colo ¥erth) and the Maloto {Colo West) were
simply slaves ~ prisoners of war - living at Nasclo in Ba. The Magodro
people (Colo west) were in similar circumstances at Xoro. I may here
say that these facts were carefully concealed from the Commission. In
the case of Maloto we found this ouf before aiving any decisions, but
in the case of Magodro, we »nly heard after the special Provincial
Council that they too had heen prisoners of war. On loocking up the
records of the Bose Yakaturaca held in 1876 (vide Dose Vakaturags
report, 1876, resolution 6, page 33). Subsequently on a recommendation
of the Bose Vakaturada convenad at Zau in December 1878, it was ordered
that the Hagodro peonie be re-established on thelr land (vide Bose
Vakaturaga renort, 1879-1880, resclution 9, page g81). Tt would seem
therefore that their land was definitely restored to them by the 2%&?

.
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30, The case of *lalote is vevy different. The Magodro neonls were
cenguersd by troops representing the movernment of the tifie and their
land was restored to them bv the Fovermment which succeeded. The Naloto .
neople, on the other hand, were not in occupation of their lands when the
war occurred in which they were taken to Ra. DPriox to thalt war thev were
simply refugees, and it has been clearly shown to the Commission that
the whole of the Maloto had been living abandoned and uneoccunied for somc
time. The pecple were therefore not in 2 position to exercise propriel
ary rights over anv land anywhere, but were entirely dependent on the
cherity of the (waliyalatina people to whom they had flgd. Then, when
the Gualiyalatina were conguered, their faie was necessarily shared by
their dependents.

31. According to the evidensa of the ¥aloto people themselves they
lived at imsolo for some vears after Cession. They then made a raguest
that they be allove? to ra-occuny thelr land. Thelr application was not
granted, but they were moved to the village of Toge, which lies between
Haselo and the Nalota lands, and some tand was given them by the Taubera
rribe of Ba. They continued to live under surveillance and were
controlled by Ba. They remained in effect prisoners of war. After a
number of years a portion of the Haloto people who originated from the
other side of the Maloto rance made.a further application to be permitted
to occupy the land of their forefathers. This reauest also seems to
have been refused5 but they were allowed te move on to the further slopes
of the range: Then agsin, some eight yeaTs ayo, they moved once more
and occupied: Nadruga, a village situated on the lands of & Hataguali
recently extinct, I have been unable so far to trace the correspondence
relating to these recent moves, and as the Commission will shortly leave
Suva 1 am compelled to nive merely the above éutline of facts as stated.

32, In view of these facts given in evidence the Commission held that
none of the Maloto tribes can claim propristorship of any of this land
as a right. The land was vacant land a® the time of Cession and for
many years before that. The land was therefore at the dispesal of the
Crown, 1 the necple, who are only a very small remnant of the cricinal
tribes, must simply take what Zhe Dovernment may please to award to
them. he Commission can only find facts - it cannot award Crown Land.

33. Tha Gémmission has classified and recorded the various HWaloto
tribes and their members, atrl has taken rote of the lands te which
they respectively laid claim, but the whole af the claims have been
disallowed.

a4. In accordance with the CGrder in Council of the 19th Neovember
1912, contained on page 2 of vinute Paper No.6158 of 1612, separate
reports will be submitted on the cases in which mataguali have
ceased to exist by the extinction of their members.

3%, The practice has been adopted, for the first time, of requiring
all claimants to mark out their claims before the inguiry by making
mounds of earth and piles of stones at each point. This was not
properly done at first; but it was done eventually, and meny overlsps
and ambiguities bave been thereby avolded. Typed copies of all
confirmed boundaries, in Fijlan and English, have been supplied to -
the Commission of Lands. C

36, The decisions of the Commissien regarding Haloto and Noikoro
dletricts have not vet been announced, as certain evidence came to
light at the last moment vegarding both districts which altered the
whole aspect of affairs and necessitated the preparvationof amended
records. The documents are now ready and will be transmitted to
the Provincial Scribe in due course. I% will probably be convenlent
to Fix the date of announcing them to coincide with the Frovincial
Council on the 10%th September.

I have, etc.,

Y. MAXWELL
Chairman, HMative Lands Commission.
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THE CHATRMAY, MATIVE LAMDS COMMISSION, ‘ -
TG THE COLONTAL SECRETARY.

Sir,

T have the henour to submit my report on the proceedings of the
lstive Lands Comission for the province of ¥adrega.

. 2. The Commission gave neneral neiice to all concerned that the
proceedings would ha anenad on 10th July 1912, As a new method of
procedure was to be followed we went to Vadroga on the lst July in order
to be in a position to assist the people and explain to themwhat was
required. in spite of this the native officials and heads of communities
displayed much indifference, and after spending nearly six weeks over
work that need not have taken more than three, the Commissicn decided to
1eave Hadroga and proces? to Tolo sgst. We accordingly left Nadroga in
the middle of fugust and resumed proceedings in that province on 26th
Uavember 1912, havinz in the interval done the whole of Colo ¥est.

3. The Commission conducted inquiries at the following centresi-
Yasigatcka, Madurl, Harewa, Cuvu, Sanasana and Momi. There was an
interval from 4th December 1912, to 3nd March 1913, during part of which
T was on leave.

4, The constitution of the communities werpe found to be exactly
cimilar to that in Colo “est, but in the case of Nadroga there are no
independent yavusa. There are thirteen "Wanua® each comprising several
"yavusa'’, and the whole of these Vanua were federated before Cession
into one comprehensive "matanitu® under the chlef of the yavusana vanua,
who is one of the matagualil "Leweinadroca”, in the yavusa "Louvatu',

The present supreme chief 35 Ratu Luke Malase, uncie of the Roko. The
heir apparent is the Roke.

5. The tradition as to the origin of this family is as follows:i-
it a date which would appear to be about the middie of the elghteenth
century e number of vavusa had established themselves at Lomolomo, 2
viliage on the Sicatoka Civer, and had decided to elect a common chief.
1t is net quite clear who was elected: the honour is claimed byboth ihe
¥oronikula and the ¥esstna vavusa. In the course of the preparations for
the installation ceremeny a party went down to Cuvu to get food for the
usual feast. On a noint of the island of Yanuca they found a stranoer
who had been cast up by the sea. ! was sitting on & Tock esting some
fruit of the "Hocelolo", tree which grows heantifully on the island. He
appears te have bsen a man of striking appearance and personality; he
was reparded: by those who found him as 'a "aod". They conducted bim to
Lomoloma where he was at once hailed by all as their chief, and placed
on the "VWatu ni Yeihuli® or cornnetion stone, and was instdlled with all
due ceremony as their "Xalewu! {14t: "oreat ona").

&a The name of tha man who thus stepped into the position of honour
was flakanimolikula. Me took to himself several wives and had a large
family. It is said that he had s hoazse voica, possibly a permanent
result of his sdveniures at sea, and his family was accordinoly known as
the Leweinad=oga {(peonle of the hoarse one).

7. Tn the course of time the several vavusa migrated from Lomalome
For various reasons and cccupied land in what are now known as the
districts of Sigatoka and Cuvu.

B, The principal divisions, ox "vanua', comprising the "matanitu”
or Madroga ares— the "ol 'lasevia and the Yol Yasawa in the Walcoba
district, the Tabanivonoisake in the okenoko district, Nasigateka, and
adudu in Sigatoka district, Yasusuna in Cirnvn district, Youa in Tuvo
Aistrict, Tabanivonoira, Tlasoao and tHlasoni in Halomalo district, and
“izlolo in the district of wai. There are also Yatulele and Malolo, the
fovmer a sindgle island and the latler a grolp of islands comprising the
inland of Ifalole and what ave knowm es the Mamanuca group. 2{}9
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o. The Commission has not visited these islands, They are self-
contained, and there appears Lo be ne pressing need for investigation of
1znd claims there. Thoy can be visited at any time. I understand that |

Vatulele was oricinally subject to Rewa.

a2

10. The customs relating to lend tenure.in Nadroga are the same as. q
those in Oole West, but there iz far more "hito" ownership. i

11, Althouah falling far short of the ornate and punctilious cere- |
monial with which all chiefly customs seem to have been carried out in h
such places as Bau, Bewsa, of Dakaudrove, there seems to have been in 1
dadroga a constitution considerably more civilized than the rudimentary |
and inchoate social system obtaining in CGolo “test. Each community had

a definite channel of commonication threugh which formal reporis were
passed on o the high ciief and his directions received. These channels
woere known as tha “sala vakavanua" (paths of cevemony) and certain
families were the hereditary messenrers with whom lay the duty of
conveving the messate from one chief to the next in order. The position
of the chiefs seems to have been well established and recognised.

12. ihe history of Madroga has heen mainly affected by five "wars".
The battle was waced by !Tabekasiga, grandsen of Yakanimolikula, and
great grandfather of the present noko. The cause of this campaicgn was
a “solevu".(ceremonious presentation of food and property) at Mamotutu,
neav Lomawai, at which some people from Yasawas who had been harbourad
and fed at Hawmotuiv, and had subsecuently returned to iheir homes, made
a nresentation of foed to their former hosts., Pawrt of the presentation
consisted of "madrai® {pative bread} made of "vabla" {arrowroot). Some
women of rank beloncing to Takuruvakarua, the '"bito" of the high chief,
1aid hands,on some of the "madral' and the Hamotutu people struck them
and refused to allot them a porticn. The women vient away deeply
offended at the interval and rencrted to their chief, Nabekasiga at
ance raised a war perty, and ravaged the whole of the villages of
ialomalo and wai. .any were killed and those that survived fled in
many dizec?ionsu Same were caucht and taken prisoners. Their lands
were taken by “abekasica, but many tribes were subsequently re-
astzblished on their lands by his successor, Yakadriudriu. On returning
from the victory “sbekasina, apparently fiushed with success, continued
his camnaign up the Sicatoka ziver, but was killed at Marara.

12. The second important cammalcn was carried on by Nakadriodriu,.
the younger brother and successor of Mabekasioa. The offence in this
Case was copmitted hy the Lewsinadroca at Masama (Sigatoka), a branch of
+he chief's own matacuali. 3Some bananas were planted on the island of
¥zba as a complimentary ¢ift to a young child of the chiefly family of
Habekssica, Some membars of the “Yasama branch of the mataauali went
and pulled them up and trampled on the carden. Mekadriudriu gathered a
war party and the “lasamz people on their side, and presented whales®
teeth to various tribes to eniist their aid. The Cuvu army and its
allies under Nakadriuvdriu atfacked fasama and defeated the enemy with
slavghter and carried the war throush the districts of Hokonoko, Tua and
Ialomalo, burning the villanes of all those who had taken the side of
the enemy. Frior to the commencenent of hogtiiities the MNasoni pecple
and some of the Tabanivonolra peonle loval to Covu were sent foxr pro-
tection to the island of sfavo. .

14, Enother campaicn of -akadriudriu was against the Lomawai people
who had killed friends of his. In this the Lewelwel, and Leweilclo
yavusa were attacked and slauhtered in great numbers. The survivers
Fled to Mateonabonu {(the site of the present cricket ground at Lautoka).
They were brouaht back many years later and established at Nabila, in
tiomi district.  They never weturned io thelir originsl homes,

15. The fourth camnzign was known as the “valu ni lotu" or Mwar of
“hristianitv". This was ronducted by Ratu ¥ini Manove, son of Mabekasiga
and grandfother of thac present loke. Having accented Christianity be
actablished it as far as he could by the simple and cogent means of
killing or driving out all tribes who were not inclined to accept the new
faith. He carried his crusade throush the southern portien of Colo West
burning and slaughtering as he went, and then applied that same method

of conversion o the tribes in the hill districts of Walcoba and Tuva.
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16, The fifth was the'expedition sent by the Gowernment in 1875
to quell the rebellion in Colo West.

17. These events resulted in repeated redispositions of the
tribes. Those who were on the stronger side remained on their own lands ;
and increased in numbers and consecuently in power. Uthers were broker :
up imto scattered fragments and their numbers decreased both by actual
slaughter and by reason of the conditions under which they had to live:
Hhen = tribe had been Livinn in slaverv ox exile for some years it was
customary, 1f thov appeared disposed to be properly submissive to the
chief who conguered them to re-sstablish them on their lands and restore
their richts of ownership, In such cases there were definite ceremonies
to he performed. First came the "Tauvu" in which the vanquished
humbled themselves abjactly before the cbief and presented whale teeth
and native property as & thanksgiving for sparing their lives. This
took place as soon as possible after their return. After that, as soon
as the first food crops were ripe, they vpresented a portion of them to H
the chief. This was the "wvakacoko® ox provisioning of the place. Then’ '
after sufficient time had elapsed to enable them to prepare "masi”{bark
cloth) and other vatued articles of native manufacture a great "solevu"
or presentation of goods snd food was temdered to the ¢chief. This took
place at the princinal village of the pardoned tribe and was known as
the "vakalutu ni vanua' or restoration of lands.

18, in Madrooa it was not usual for the chief to reserve certain
cheice pieces of plantine land for himself. In some cases the tribes
were for neliticel veasons established on other lands instead of those
which thev had occumied before conguest. £As a combined resul® of
spontaneous migrations and the fortunes and misfortunes of war there are
comnaratively few tribes livino on the lands which thelr ancestors
originally settlad. :

19. Jere and theore are to be found scattered families who are
not landowners 2% al}. These are the descendants of single individuidls -}
who for cne reason or anothor left their own fribes in times lona past ;
and went to live witlh others. In some cases the man was & fugitive ‘
hidine from the venzeance of a chief in wwhom he had given offence, in i
some he was a covard who hai deserted in time of war, in others he had
merely guarrelles with biz own tribe end cone off in anger to one to
which he was related by marviane or throush hls mother. Mo land was
definitaly allotted to sush naople. They merely lived as demendents of
the tribe with which they Look vefune and planted here and there with
nermission. The nosition of such a person was that of a Mvulaal® ;
(strancer) and he lTost his ~roarietary vichts in the lands of his own '
tribe. If his tribe wished For a reconciliation the customary procedure
was the "veilskovi" "wvakavanvua" or ceremcnious fetching, in which the
relatives of the truant would present whales' teeth to his hests and
take him back to bis heme. 7f this were not done the sepsration was

absolute. .
20. T yearct that 1ha nlassification of one group in the district

of Homi had to be abandones on account of their reckless perjury and - =
subsecuent reticéence. The roroun is knovn as lakaria. Their first

witness declared that their fraditional ancestor-asd was one Yuvusawaka,
He had a papcr in his hand fo which he was referring. I demanded o see §

the document ond bt provad to be covered it g series of trial paticress [f -
- . i

all starting wilh ona Vnis. oy askine obo Veto was, the witness, a
rathor "Hinsh oo staviad ny and tried to recover the document,

and boldlv srore that
body at all. “noth

3 navaer heard of Veto, and that Veto was nho-

, an old man and therefore more likely to
he convarsant o jons, declazed that Veto and Yuvusawazka
were two senarate “alou-vu rnd cave some gccount of them, but on haaring
anory murmurs from his perlv swuddenly becams very reticent and professed
entire innorance of anvihin and everythinf. Other witnesses were tried,
bul ail ebviouslv had semekhine to conceal and would not give intelliio-
ible answers to mestions sut by the Commission, The matter was adjourn-
ed and at & later sittin~ tho rditness who had previously denied all

knowl edoe of Veto said that Veto was their kalou-vu and that they bad
never heari of Yuvusawaka until the day on which they flrst gave evidence
and that one “wetaiz had told him this name. There is no doubt in my .
mind or in that of my colleammes that the Makaria really consist of two
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vaviiza who are endeavourin: to represent themselves as owme in order
o "nool” their lands and onnceal the existence of decadent mataguali i
with a view to nreveniine their lands vevertinag to the Crown. Ffs it a
ig immossible for the Tommission to declare ownership without T
classifying the units antd thus ascertaining their tenure, we merely ;
took a note of the land claimed by these people without making any o
decision. Mo ¢laim haz been sufficiently estagblished. At the last the
witnesses, vhen confronted with thelv own inconsistency remained mute B
and would not answer anvy cwestions. I venture to recommend strongly i
that the rent of anv leased land which may ke found to be within the b
area claimed by these naople Fe held in suspense until they can nrove ﬁ
their claim. COthenrise they and others will sather the impression B
that by adopting a policy of passively resisting investigation thev i
can retain possession of any land they claim. In other words they f
rmugt be shown that the onus probandi lies on them.

21. I regret that it will not be vpossible to submit before our
~depazrturs for Lau a detailed list of the tribes and their divisions as
classified by the Commission. I propose, when the survey is completed
to submit the list showing the various proprietary units, the
numerical strength of each, and the area of its lands.

22, The many difficulties with which the Commission has had to |
contend have been parily sel oul In Minute Paper No.1200 of 1913, in ‘
which certain amendments of the law were proposed. I have only to add
that the preventable inconveniences and annovances were particularly
apparent in Hadroos where the conduct of the natives was mainly
responsible for the fact that Nadrowra, which is only half the size of
Colo Jest, occupied more than twice as much of our time.

I have, etc, 1

G.V. MAXWNELL .
Chairman, Matlve Lands Commission
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